
Remember to VOTE by June 7th

Orcutt News for Orcutt Folks • Orcutt, California • May 2022 • www.OrcuttPioneer.com • Circulation 17,000+

Tricee Wright
Financial Planner

Investments/Retirement Planning

125 Union Ave #103 
Old Orcutt, CA  93455

Insurance & Risk Management 
for Businesses & Individuals

2560 Professional Parkway
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 347-4700

hubinternational.com
License # 075776

landscape center

805-934-8400
Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Sat 8am-4pm

Decorative Rock
Flagstone
Cobblestones
Ground Cover
Barks
Compost
...and much more!

3445 Orcutt Rd.
Santa Maria CA 93455

Sergio Arias
Operation Manager

805-310-6740
Se abla Español

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Hours of Operation

Sat 8am-4pm
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Sat 8am-4pm
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Operation Manager

805-310-6740

Gas Station/Mini-Mart Approved For 
Corner of Lakeview and Hwy 135

 A gas station and mini market at the 
corner of Lakeview Road and Highway 135 
was unanimously approved by the County 
Board of Supervisors on May 3rd.   Fourth 
District Supervisor Bob Nelson said he 
believes Orcutt residents will be better 
served, “with an additional gas station at 
Lakeview and Highway 135, and I hope the 
gas station will encourage more business in 
the Evergreen Shopping Center.”     

The gas station will offer four gas 
dispensers and a 5000 square foot 
convenience store on a parcel that has 
been vacant for decades.   

It has taken four years for the project to gain 
final approval from the County.   Most of the 
discussion at the Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisor meetings has centered 
on traffic issues at that intersection. 

   The late Planning Commissioner Dan 
Blough, who passed away earlier this year, 
once commented that the corner “is the 
worst intersection he has ever had to deal 
with.”  

The intersection will be reconfigured to 
only allow right hand turns from Orcutt 
Road between the hours of 7AM to 9AM 
and 4PM to 6PM.  Drivers will not be able 
to drive straight through the intersection.

Supervisor Nelson said he understands 
the safety issues. “I attended Lakeview 
Junior High School, and I am the father of 
three drivers.   I am committed to continue 
working with the City of Santa Maria and 
CalTrans to make the intersection as safe 
as possible.”    

Last year, the Planning Commission 
approved the gas station project but the 
owners of the Evergreen Shopping Center 
and Far Western Liquor Store, a tenant 
in the shopping center, appealed to the 
Supervisors arguing that traffic mitigations 
imposed by the County would affect their 
businesses and that the project did not 
comply with the Orcutt Community Plan.  

Third District Supervisor Joan Hartmann 
joined her colleagues in supporting the 
project.  “It doesn’t seem fair to deny the 
project based on a transportation problem 
that has existed for a long time.”   

Steve Southwick reporting

Divided Board of Supervisors Approve 
Development Near Clark & Hwy 101

 In a three-two vote on May 10th, with north 
county Supervisors Bob Nelson and Steve 
Lavagnino dissenting, the Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors approved a 119 single 
family housing development on what is known 
as Key Site 3 south of Clark Avenue and about one 
quarter mile south of the Sunny Hills modular 
home park adjacent to Highway 101. 

 The two- and three-bedroom homes with lot 
sizes between 3000 to 13000 square feet were 
approved to be built on the mesa behind the 

Sunny Hills Park.   
Sixty-five percent of the 138-acre development 

site would be public open space; another 15 
percent will be private open space. 

 About twelve years ago, the Board of 
Supervisors approved, under state legislation 
entitled the “Housing Accountability Act, 160 
townhomes in what is known as MR-0 zoning.  
These apartments will be built surrounded by the 
119 homes approved May 10.  At build-out, 289 

Development south of Sunny Hills modular homes approved by the Board of 
Supervisors May 10.   The 119 homes surround a previously approved apartment 
complex of 160 “affordable” units.

continued on page 3

On May 3, the County Supervisors 
approved a gas station and convenience 
market at this empty lot at Lakeview Road 
and Hwy 135.
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This month I want to speak about exterior prep before paint. We all know that 
woodwork should be scraped, sanded and primed, but what about caulking?
 Anytime water or insects can penetrate the exterior, that can lead to problems. 
Caulk cracks on the walls, around trim and even the freeze block separating the 
eaves and walls. Call us for advice, it’s always free.
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NO JOB TOO SMALL

LIABILITY & WORKMAN’S COMP INSURED

ALL Phases of Roofing Including HOT ASPHALT,
TPO, PVC, AND ALL METAL ROOFS!

Family Owned & Operated
email us at jcmelena@verizon.net

Life long parishioners of St Mary’s of the Assumption Church
Owners: Jimmy Melena, Billy Melena, & Victor Sedillios

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

805 937-6200 or 805 928-5299
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS PROUDLY SERVING THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY

FREE

ESTIMATES
R O O F I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P
M E L E N A

Homeowners in Cimarron Estates Appeal County 
Approval of Dispensary at Stillwell and Clark Avenue

On April 26, the Santa Barbara County 
Planning and Development Department 
approved a land use permit, pending a ten-
day appeal period, to a cannabis dispensary 
named Dr. Greenthumb, to be located in the 
Orcutt Hills Shopping Plaza on the corner of 

East Clark Avenue and Stilwell Road. 
The land use permit has been appealed 

by several residents identified as “Interested 
Cimarron Estates Homeowners.”   The 
eighteen homeowners who signed the appeal 
live within 1000 feet of the proposed site at 
1604 East Clark, Suite 101.  

The original name of the dispensary was 
Cookies805.  Its owner competed with five 
other applicants for the right to submit 
plans for the only retail cannabis land use 
permit available in the Orcutt area.  Using a 
“criteria-based application” process, Cookies 
805 scored highest of the five applicants and 
was invited to apply for the land use permit.  

The name Cookies805 raised public 
opposition.  Several Orcutt residents argued 
that the name would attract children to the 
dispensary, so the applicant changed the 
name to Dr. Greenthumb.    

The Cimarron homeowners argue that 
Cookies805 and Dr. Greenthumb are two 
different business entities.  According to 
the appeal, “Green Thumb Industries, Inc., 
is a publicly-traded company separate and 
distinct from Cookies805…and the County 
granted the applicant permission to proceed 
with a change in the name (DBA-doing 
business as) without vetting the new entity 

known as Dr. Greenthumb.”
 The homeowners also contend that the 

land use permit was granted without a 
requirement to update the County on the 
difference of operations.  

The appeal states that the County moved 
ahead with the approval of Dr. Greenthumb 
and found that no impact reports were 
necessary to approve the land use permit.   
The decision to allow such projects was 
based on a determination by a 2017 ad-
hoc committee consisting of two county 
supervisors who determined that a “Statement 
of Overriding Consideration” would apply on 
such projects.  This process, that loosened the 
EIR guidelines, “subsequently became the 
subject of a County Grand Jury investigation,” 
according to the appeal.  

The Cimarron homeowners also state that 
there are mistakes with entrance and exit 
locations in county documents.     

The Planning Commission will consider the 
appeal.  If the appeal by the homeowners is 
granted, the second ranked applicant in the 
County “criteria-based” process, Strategic 
Golden, doing business as Unique Farms, at 
155 East Clark Avenue in Old Town Orcutt, will 
be allowed to apply for the land use permit.

Steve Southwick reporting

The land use permit granted to cannabis 
dispensary Dr. Greenthumb has been 
appealed to the County by Cimarron 
Estates homeowners.  The dispensary 
hopes to locate at 1604 Bradley Road.



May 2022 • Like us on Facebook for updates throughout the month @orcuttpioneer  • Orcutt Pioneer • 3

-ENJOY- 
Steer Wrestlin’ 
Bronc Bustin’ 

Bull Ridin’
 Calf Ropin’ 

Barrel Racin’ 
Family Fun LUKE BRANQUINHO 

5 time World Champion Steer Wrestler 
and proud customer of 

Community Bank of Santa Maria    

not to mention Queen Crownin’, Beard Groomin’,
Parade Watchin’, Clown Zaggin’ and Corn Doggin’

The Elk’s Rodeo & Parade dates back to 1948 and is a tribute 
to the very spirit of the Santa Maria Valley. It’s become one 
of the biggest celebrations of the year and one of the most 
distinguished rodeos in the nation. Like all great family 
traditions you can enjoy dozens of fun-filled hometown 
activities. And its importance would not be complete without 
emphasizing its impact on our local economy and the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars raised for youth charities.

So Let’s Get to Rodeoin’
“See you at the Elk’s Rodeo & 
Parade. June 2-5 at the Elk’s 
UNOCAL Event Center. 
Community Bank of Santa 
Maria is proud to share in 
this rich tradition.”

JANET SILVERIA
President / CEO

Community Bank of Santa Maria  Home of  “Santa Maria Style” Banking®
2739 Santa Maria Way  •  1421 S. Broadway, Santa Maria

(805) 922-2900 •  yourcbsm.com

An American Dream Story:

Houth & Charlie of Golden Donut

“Own your own business. You won’t get 
fired. Work hard. Get successful,” Houth 
Hak’s father advised. So she and her brothers 
bought Golden Donut, 4580 S Bradley, in 
1989. As a line out the door on a Saturday 
morning shows, the business is going strong.

Baking starts at 2:30 AM and Houth, 
pronounced “Who”, is there from 4 AM-4:30 
PM, 7 days a week. “She usually takes a break 
between 10:30 to 3:00,” says her nephew 
Brandon, who also works there, “For 33 
years, with only Christmas and New Year’s 
Day off!” It’s a family affair. One by one the 
siblings branched off to their own donut 
shops, 7 in all. Now Houth, with her husband 
Sen (friends call him Charlie); sister-in-law, 
Mary; nephew, Brandon; and two bakers, 
work the shop.  Charlie rules behind the 
baking and frying, while Houth controls the 
front counter.

Regulars, many retired, hang out at the 
tables, some every day. They argue over 
politics and history and tease each other. 
One thing they agree on is they love the 
laughing, smiling Houth. One Orcutt regular, 
Jimmy Zepeda (Uncle Jimmy to the many 
kids he has coached over the years), comes 
2-3 times a week to construct the donut take-
out boxes from flat cardboard in exchange for 
free coffee and family time. “I love their kids 
Nicky and Tommy,” he says fondly.

Regulars tell the stories of Houth’s 
life, which she verifies between serving 
customers. As a teenager the family of nine 
siblings and parents escaped Cambodia on 
their second attempt. It was 1979 during the 
perilous time of the killing fields when over 
2 million Cambodians died.  After 2 years 

living in refugee camps in Thailand and 
the Philippines, the family was sponsored 
to Rhode Island in 1981. “Way too cold in 
Rhode Island,” says Houth, with a shiver. 
From the East Coast they moved to Van Nuys. 
The kids went to school not knowing a word 
of English, and times were challenging. One 
brother became a manager of Winchell’s 
Donuts, and a family donut dynasty was 
born. In 1989, Houth and Charlie moved to 
Orcutt and bought Golden Dounut. 

Three large posters of the Ankorwat temple 
above the counter remind Houth and Charlie 
of their first home. 

Another Cambodian tradition that has 
influenced Houth’s life is an arranged 
marriage. Her mother worried when she 
wasn’t married by the “ripe old age of 27” 
and sent the word out. A cousin in Cambodia 
showed Houth’s photo to a neighbor and 
several weeks later Sen Lay, aka Charlie by 

his friends, came to the United States. Now, 
29 years later, the arranged marriage seems 
to be working. “A good match, the regulars 
tease Houth. “Charlie is mellow and shy and 
she is crazy. She does all the talking.” Of her 
2 grown children and marriage Houth, who 
describes the USA as “heaven”, says, “They 
can find any color they like. This is America!” 

The regulars agree that it is Houth’s bubbly, 
always positive character and Charlie's 
yummy donuts that makes the place hum. 
Another customer adds that the prices help. 
“You can get a coffee for $1.75 and a donut 
hole for 15 cents and where can you get an 
apple fritter for $1.75?” Apple fritters are the 
top seller at the store, usually selling out by 
9AM.

Bob Piers, retired businessman, who 
comes in twice a day, says, “She has the best 
public relations skills of anyone I’ve ever 
known in my life. She knows how to handle 
people; she has a great personality.” 

“She puts up with you, so she must be 
good,” chips in another regular, Roland Inn, 
and they all have a good laugh.

Katy Jacobson, reporting

Houth Hak, owner of Golden Donut

homes would occupy the site.   
 Most of the discussion centered around the 

selection of a secondary access road.    The Orcutt 
Community Plan, passed in the 1990’s, designated 
Oakbrook Lane for Key Site 3.    Nelson favored 
this for secondary access which is a bit closer, 
however there is no easement in place to allow 
the designation.    The other option is Chancellor 
Street where developer Mike Mansi says there is 
a viable easement. 

In the final motion, Chancellor Street remains 
the secondary access, but with the condition 
the developer make every effort to convince 
Oakbrook Lane property owners to agree to allow 
purchase of an easement.  

       Chairperson Joan Hartmann and Supervisors 
Gregg Hart and Das Williams were in favor of the 
project. 

Nelson said he could not support the project.  “I 
am not against development,” he insisted.  “But I 
am against a project that does not work.  My job is 
to protect the community.  Two hundred eighty-
six clustered units brings in the same population 
count as Los Alamos.   This is the wrong spot for 
this density.” 

 He said input from the Orcutt community was 
overwhelmingly against the project.

  Speaking in favor of the project was real estate 
developer Gary Crabstree, who argued that Orcutt 
desperately needs more affordable housing. “I 
checked this morning and the number of homes 
for sale in Orcutt priced between $550,000 and 
$750,000 was five. “There is an extreme shortage 
of affordable homes in Orcutt,” he argued.   

Fifth District Supervisor Lavagnino said the 
MR-0 project of 160 apartments should never 
have been approved. “Too many lots for that 
space.” 

He added there are not enough jobs in Orcutt 
for those who would purchase the homes.  
“Owners will end up driving Highway 101 to the 
south coast adding traffic and pollution.” 

When asked the status of the MR-0 development 
of 160 apartments on the eight acres in the center 
of the current development, County planner 
Shannon Reese said the developer is waiting on 
a decision involving Key Site 3

Steve Southwick reporting

Key Site 3
continued from page 1
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OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   

$3900
Regular Price $49.00

Appointments
805-937-5340

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’95 & Older: $89.00 / ’96–’99: $79.00  
Vans & Motor Homes $84.00. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 6/30/22

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

ORCUTT PIONEER COUPON

 COASTAL  TREE SERVICE COASTAL  TREE SERVICE
 “We go out on a limb for you.”  ®SM

 Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
 State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

 Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured  937-7817 937-7817

 Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial
 • Trimming • Chipping  • Stump Grinding

 • Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift  • Land Clearing
 • Homeowner Associations • Property Mgt. Companies

 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 Since 1986

350 E. Clark #102 | 805-862-2171
Open Tues-Sat 11-4, Sun 12-4
hello@oldorcuttyarnery.com

4850 S. Bradley Rd.
www.backporchflowers.net

805.938.1965

Laughter on the 23rd Floor presented 
by Orcutt Community Theater

Orcutt Community Theater is presenting 
Laughter on the 23rd Floor, a comedy by 
Neil Simon, opening Friday, June 3rd and 
running through Sunday, June 19th.  

Inspired by Neil Simon’s youthful 
experience as a staff writer on Sid Caesar’s 
1950’s Your Show of Shows, the play offers, 
according to the press release, “all the 

attendant comic drama of a harried writing 
staff frantically scrambling with wacky 
antics to top each other with gags while 
competing for the attention of the star 
madman “Max Prince.”    

Alan Butterfield directs with a cast 
that includes Orcutt Community theater 
veterans, Todd Buranen, Craig Scott, Dave 
Campbell, Dan Bullard, Stephanie Gray and 
Rachell Mello.  New to OCT are Gary Prober, 
together with Chris Scott and Jude Walker, 
both graduates of Santa Maria based Pacific 
Conservatory of Performing Arts (PCPA).  

Orcutt Community Theater performs 
at the KDA Studios, 3558 Skyway Drive, 
Studio 1. The production runs Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8PM and Sundays at 1:30PM, 
June 3rd through June 19th.  Tickets are $15 
and are available online at My805Tix.com 
and at the box office 30 minutes before 
performances.  

Steve Southwick reporting

Todd Buranen and Craig Scott in the 
production, “Laughter on the 23rd Floor”, 
by Neil Simon running June 3-19.

Unity Church A Venue for Local 
Musical Talent

Unity Church will host singer-songwriter 
duo Alice Wallace and Caitklin Cannon 
touring as Side Pony on June 12 at 6:30pm.  
Side Pony will perform songs from its debut 
album “Lucky Break.” Local Donna Phillips 
will be the opening performer.  Both Wallace 
and Cannon have toured individually and 
have been praised by the likes of Rolling 
Stone Country, American Songwriter, and 
Billboard, with Canon receiving a spot 
on the list of Essential Albums of 2020 by 
Saving Country Music. They have a country 
pop vibe, great harmonies, and funny 
banter. Their website is sideponyband.
com. Tickets are $20 at my805tix.com/e/
sidepony.

The concert is presented by production 
company Songwriters At Play, owned by 
Steve Key and Bonnie Nelson-Key.  Steve 
says “I’m a performer myself, and I know 
how hard it is to find a place where your 

music can be appreciated by a listening 
audience, so I try to create those venues. 
I love introducing people to musicians 
who may become their new favorites.” 
Steve and Bonnie can be reached at 
songwritersatplay.com.

facebook.com/
OrcuttPioneer
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Has your Pest Company Changed? We have changed as well. 
Kevin Petty and Steve Adkins have joined the 

Story Termite & Pest Control Family. 
Mention this ad for our family discount! 

We don’t have customers, we have friends!

(805) 347-4707

 805.739.8838
 Hablamos Español

 Cont. Lic. #977029

 Of Santa Maria

detarepO dna denwO yllacoL 

Locally Owned and Operated

We’re your local neighborhood experts and are 
proud to be backed by the #1 provider of custom 
window coverings in North America. And we do it 
all for you. We expertly measure your space, install 
beautiful window treatments, and back it up with 
the best warranty in the business so you can sit 
back and relax. 

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

OF SANTA MARIA
Style and service for every budget.®

Call for your free consultation
right at home:

Quilt Shop Participates in Tour

Nine quilt shops from Ventura to Paso 
Robles, including Old Town Quilt Shop in 
Orcutt, are hosting the 19th annual quilt 
shop tour on the weekend of June 3-5. 

Designed to be a weekend exploration of 
the Central Coast and quilting, Old Town 
Quilt Shop, 165A W. Clark, lands roughly 
mid-way. 

“It draws many people, so helpful for the 
community,” says co-owner Stacy Murray. 
”It’s fun even for non-quilters.” The tour’s 
theme is “party,” and each shop represent a 
different fete. The Orcutt theme is “picnic”. 
“About 600-700 people generally come over 
the 3 days.” describes Stacy, who has been 
preparing for the event since January.

Upon entering each shop, each visitor 
receives a passport and shop badge. With 
all 9 badges you become eligible for a grand 
prize drawing, a $1500 gift certificate to use 
at any or all of the shops, as well as 20 other 
gifts. There’s also a daily drawing at each 
shop. No purchase necessary.

Premium passports, 40 per shop, $10 
each, quickly sold out. They included a 
colorful tote with a pin specific to each 
shop. The Orcutt pin is a replica of the quilt 

shop’s Orcutt cow, seen outside the shop. 
The totes and pins will be available to buy 
separately.

Stacy hopes that people tour the nine 
shops at an enjoyable pace, making 
a weekend out of it. Shop employees 
are planning “to suggest wine tastings, 
galleries, spas, museums, restaurants, 
casinos, beaches and more,” according to 
the advertising brochure.

“It’s a lot of fun, a fun atmosphere, crazy 
busy, people cutting and taping, seeing a 
lot of new work, new samples, new things 
to look at,” says Stacy, obviously excited. “I 
like to call it a tour, not a hop. I encourage 
people to explore our area, have lunch at 
Kay’s, shop at Deja Vu, andvwine taste.”

The Old Town Quilt Shop is known for 
not only traditional designs but a wide 
variety of contemporary prints and ideas. 
The building next door is their 1300 sq ft 
classroom/clubhouse. Orcutt’s 2 quilting 
guilds, who meet there, will sell tickets for 
charities with winners receiving quilts, mini 

quilts, and other items. A game, PLINKO, 
will be ongoing, as well as cookies. A daily 
“15 and under basket” will be awarded and 
picnic themed items will be for sale.

The Old Town Quilt Shop opened in 
2005. Co-owner, Orcutt resident Michelle 
Strunka, started as an employee and 
eventually took over. Her daughter, Orcutt 
resident Stacy, joined her in 2016. With a 
background in retail, this is her “favorite 
retail job.” She and Michelle like interacting 
with the customers. “Quilters are some of 
the nicest people you’ll meet. They’re doing 
what they love. It’s a happy place for them, 
whether it’s to make their first quilt for a 
grandchild or some other milestone, It’s 
for life’s special moments.” 

The shops will be open Friday and 
Saturday from 9-6 and Sunday from 
10-4. For more information, go to www.
quiltshopsofthecentralcoast.com

Katy Jacobson reporting

Stacy Murray, co-owner of Old Town 
Quilt Shop prepares for quilt shop tour. 
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Carpet Cleaning
2 Rooms & Hall

$120 25%OFF
Any Cleaning 

Service

Residential & Commercial Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
Carpet Repair/Stretching • Tile Cleaning

24 Hour Emergency Services

John Gerarden
Owner/Operator

(805) 406-0740
dbest805.com

Rob’s

& REPAIRS

(805) 245-5451

Roof Repairs & Coating • Awning Replacement
Caulking/Leak Detection • Slideout Toppers

Skylights • Vent Lids • A/C Covers

Licensed
& Insured

San Luis 
Obispo
County

Santa
Barbara
County

Ventura
CountyLos Angeles

County

US ARMY
VETERAN
OWNED

Questions?
sbcvote.com

805-568-2200

for the June 7th
Primary Election

Check Your Mailbox 
For Your Ballot

A person entitled to register to vote must be a United States citizen, a resident of California, not currently imprisoned in a state or federal prison for the conviction 
of a felony, and at least 18 years of age at the time of the election. A person may preregister to vote if that person is a is a United States citizen, a resident of 
California, not currently imprisoned in a state or federal prison for the conviction of a felony, and at least 16 years of age. 

Santa Barbara County 805-568-2200
Registrar of Voters sbcvote.com

We have hundreds of dedicated, hard 
working employees in the Orcutt Union 
School District. So it warmed the heart this 
past month to have nine members of our 
staff receive validation from their peers, our 
county, even our state.

 We begin with our district’s vehicle and 
equipment mechanic, Tim Romine, named 
Classified Employee of the Year in the skilled 
trades category for both Santa Barbara 
County and the state of California. Romine, 
who was honored in Sacramento at a 
luncheon hosted by State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond on 
May 19, does exceptional work keeping the 
district’s buses and vehicle fleet operating 
at a high level. He also has initiated several 
grants to provide funding for new school 
buses, including the district’s first electric 
school bus. 

“I enjoy my job, but I also take it very 
seriously because of who we’re transporting 
every day,” says Romine. “I take pride in 
making sure our students stay safe.”

Santa Barbara County Education Office 
deaf/hard of hearing teacher Joanna 
Hendrix, who works at Ralph Dunlap 
School and is very much part of the school 
community there, has been named County 
Teacher of the Year. Hendrix was recognized 
for her work to build meaningful relationships 
with her students and their families.

“I work with an incredible team of 
educational professionals from SBCEO 
and the Orcutt Union School District,” says 
Hendrix. “The positive partnership among 
OUSD and SBCEO staff is highlighted in the 
inclusive nature of our school. All students 
feel supported, diversity is celebrated, and 
everyone is welcomed as a contributing 

member.”
Our district’s own Teacher of the Year 

is Kazan Westhoff, a Special Education 
teacher at Joe Nightingale School. Westhoff, 
who collaborates with general education 
teachers to provide an inclusion program for 
students with disabilities in grades 2-4, was 
commended for her esteeming, inspiring 
approach to her students. 

“All the teachers around me are so good 
that anything I can do is because of the 
work and collaboration we do together,” says 
Westhoff. “This (award) is a reflection of the 
entire team.”

Four more classified employees earned 
county honors in their categories, giving 
Orcutt five of the seven County Classified 
Employees of the Year.

Kim Domingues, longtime administrative 
assistant at Orcutt Academy High School, was 
acknowledged in the clerical/administrative 
category. Domingues, who is retiring in June, 
was with the high school at its inception and 
has earned widespread praise for the support 
she provides students, families, and staff.

Jane Gallet, instructional assistant 
at Joe Nightingale School, was selected 
in the paraprofessional category. Gallet 
consistently models empathy and kindness 
and is an integral part of her Special 
Education classroom.

Jana Graham ,  our transportation 
coordinator, is being honored in the 
transportation category. Graham skillfully 
handles duties ranging from recruiting 
and training bus drivers to identifying 

and scheduling bus stops to working on 
transportation for special needs students. 

Ernesto Vela, site custodian at Olga Reed 
School and Orcutt Academy K-8 in Los 
Alamos, earned the award in the custodial/
maintenance category. Vela is incredibly 
reliable and responsive in meeting the needs 
of students and staff on his campus.

Finally, we have two school administrators 
who received validation from their peers. 
On May 6 our region of the Association of 
California School Administrators honored 
Ralph Dunlap School Principal Joe Schmidt
as Elementary Principal of the Year and 
District Director of Maintenance, Operations, 
and Transportation Brad Gitchell as 
Classified Leader of the Year. Both men 
are known for their work ethic and service 
mindset.

“We all can be proud of these employees,” 
says Mark Steller, current president of 
Orcutt’s board of trustees. “It is admirable 
that, even with all of the challenges that our 
employees have faced I the past year, several 
of them are being recognized county- and 
state-wide.”

T h e  p e o p l e  m e n t i o n e d  h e re  a re 
representative of our district’s abundance of 
dedicated staff. Here’s thanking our teachers, 
classified employees, and administrators for 
all they do!

Superintendent Dr. Holly Edds can be 
contacted by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail 
at hedds@orcutt-schools.net. She can be 
followed on Twitter at @hce101.

Dr. Holly Edds, Superintendent, OUSD

Well Deserved Awards 
and Honors for Several 
OUSD Employees

Orcutt Schools Update
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Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted via 
email to info@orcuttpioneer.com with “classified” in the 
subject line. 25 word limit. All ads must be received by 
the second Thursday of the month and will appear on the 
fourth Thursday of the month. Business ads only $25/25 
words. Mail payments for business ads to Orcutt Pioneer, 
PO Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457.
Lawn Care. Liability insured, bi-monthly residential & com-
mercial, one time cleanup, miscellaneous jobs, weed clear-
ing, free estimates. Jim Reid 805-938-1402 Lic #36524 
Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me help 
clean out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-8133
 Shadowsfund,Senior and Pit Bull Rescue in Lompoc is 
looking for volunteers and dog walkers. Shadowsfund@
gmail.com 
Wanted, old fence boards. Will pick-up or dismantle. 805-
937-7023 Monty.
Beautiful solid Birch Round Table natural color. 21 5/8" 
diameter 23 1/2" tall very attractive base, very smooth 
finish. like brand new. $40 805 720-2127
2019 Luxury Genesis G90 Ultimate for sale. White exterior/
interior, like new condition, 19,300 miles. One owner, 
always garaged. $48,000 Call Rebecca 520-390-0211
Blackberry plants in pots ($10/pot).   Also available: fully 
rooted succulent and Pomegranate tree.  Guarantee to 
take (805) 937-3476
Have approximately 15 yards of California Gold 3/4” rock 
for sale. Paid $2200. Sell for $1000.00. Text only to 805-
775-3162. You pick up and haul away.

4 travel trailer tires. 225x75x15. no rims. Almost new 
(200 miles).  $300  Lv. message. 805-934-1410. Dennis
Folding guest bed for sale $80, Rabbit fur coat- me-
dium size $60, Various used ladies golf shoes size 6, 
(805)717-9508
1972 Mercedes 280SE-4.5 Automatic. Car is garage kept 
and is a No Op and not running. Color Brown $1800.00 
805 934 4675
U S Navy Pea Coat Size 46 long.  $75 805-937-3516
Vintage Bag Boy Golf Trolly, all original made in the USA 
$50.  Ladies Foot Joy golf shoes size 8 1/2 $10
805-937-3516
RYOBI Tools, 18Ga Brad Nailer includes 18v inteliport 
charger/battery, jigsaw, circular saw, edger attachment, 
cultivator attachment. 805-937-3516
Golf clubs: TaylorMade Irons RSi2, 4 - PW, Graphite shafts 
$50 805-937-3516
Craftsman Sabre saw; electric; 120V, 60Hz, model 
135.17241.  With case and manual; Drillmaster cordless 
drill; 18V, model 66965 with manual.  $25; Antique wash 
basin.  White ironstone by Homer Laughlin.  $25; Glass 
decanter with glass stopper.  Elegant swirl pattern.  $25.  
(805) 937-3582. 
Wedding Officiant/DeeJay/Emcee 35+ years exp. Wed-
dings, car shows, parties, dances, corporate events. James 
Jepsen’s Borrowed Time Entertainment 805-878-1739
WATERBED. California King. Dark oak frame, mirrored 
headboard with shelves, captain's pedestal with 6 drawers, 
padded railings. FREE. 805-878-1739 James

NEW NAME SAME GREAT SERVICE
Vivid Financial Management has joined forces with Wealth Enhancement Group, broadening its 
expertise while remaining your local resource for:
• Business, Financial and Estate Planning
• Risk Mitigation

• Retirement and Investment Strategies

Big decisions carry high stakes during great uncertainty. You need a valued advisor to make 
confi dent choices. Plus, a team that strives to simplify your fi nancial life, unify your goals and take 
the stress out of wealth management.

Advisory Services off ered through Wealth Enhancement Advisory Services, LLC (WEAS), a registered investment advisor Certain, but not all, investment advisor representatives (IARS) of WEAS are also registered 
representatives of and off er securities through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. The fi nancial consultants of Wealth Enhancement Group are representatives with, and off er securities through LPL Financial.  

Wealth Enhancement Group and WEAS are separate entities from LPL Financial. Wealth Enhancement Group is a registered trademark of Wealth Enhancement Group, LLC.

wealthenhancement.com      (805) 937-4556
340 E. Clark Avenue, Old Orcutt, CA 93455

Classified Ads

Please Call: 1 (805) 801-1546  Visit: coastvalleycremations.com
930 S. Broadway, Suite 204, Santa Maria ~ FD 2374

Old Town Hair Company • 1108 E Clark Ave, Suite 170
welcomes

Stylist & Shave Barber
Full Service Men’s & Women’s Cosmotology

10 Years Experience

When you want something better than just a cut

Bobby

805-863-2392
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Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
204 Patterson Rd

937-1641

Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel

Communion Every Sunday
Sunday Worship 

10:15am
Bible Study 

Thursday 5:30 PM
204 Patterson Road

(805) 478-8841

4354 Glen Oak Court • Santa Maria, CA 93455

Melissa Ford Melissa Ford • T.J. Sanders
Trisa Tyler Trisa Tyler • Teri Summers

HEALTH PLANS

4354 Glen Oak Court • Santa Maria, CA 934554354 Glen Oak Court • Santa Maria, CA 93455

SSummers Insurance Agencyummers Insurance Agencyummers Insurance AgencySummers Insurance AgencySSummers Insurance AgencySSummers Insurance Agency

Medicare Supplements 
& Medicare Advantage

Call 805.937.8893

Authorized Independent AgentsAuthorized Independent Agents
CA #0I79042 CA #0M69589 CA #0D83747CA #0I79042 CA #0M69589 CA #0D83747

bbdoorsmail@yahoo.com 
www.americangaragedoorandopeners.com

805 937-3385

Parts ~ Sales ~ Service

NOW B&B GARAGE DOORS
We Handle It All!

Broken Springs, Openers & Maintenance
Replacement Doors 

Improve the Look & Value of your Home
FREE Inspection and Estimate

Lic. #1015626

GARAGE DOOR & OPENERS, INC.

Shea Hutchinson
2021 REALTOR© of the Year
President, SM Association of

Realtors 2013, 2019, 2020
Call Me (805) 260 6322

Shea@SheaHutchinson.com

Lic#01189054
Broker Lic#013818492646 Santa Maria Way #106, Santa Maria CA 93455

Shea@SheaHutchinson.com

2646 Santa Maria Way #106, Santa Maria CA 93455

Lic. #738011
Heating•A/C•Sheet Metal • Inc.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

805-928-5486 • 155 South Broadway, Orcutt, CA  93455
www.jrbarto.com

Yoga for all, ages 5 & under and 6 to 10 with parent participation encouraged!
includes yoga with dancing, singing, puppets, music, massage, story telling, games and art.

Reserve your Spot TODAY! 805.268.5403

Mail your ballot, in your SIGNED ENVELOPE
and postmarked by JUNE 7th!

Drop o� your ballot, in your SIGNED 
ENVELOPE at any voting location or 
vote in person by JUNE 7th!

Drop your ballot, in your signed envelope
in a Drop Box by 8PM JUNE 7th!
YOU MUST SIGN FOR YOUR BALLOT 
TO BE COUNTED!

A person entitled to register to vote must be a United States citizen, a resident of California, not currently imprisoned in a state or federal prison for the conviction 
of a felony, and at least 18 years of age at the time of the election. A person may preregister to vote if that person is a is a United States citizen, a resident of 
California, not currently imprisoned in a state or federal prison for the conviction of a felony, and at least 16 years of age. 

VOTE
June 7th

For Drop Box and Polling Place Locations
Visit www.sbcvote.com

Santa Barbara County 805-568-2200
Registrar of Voters sbcvote.com

Remember to Vote!

facebook.com/
OrcuttPioneer


