
Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
 Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $11.75 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out, or delivered!

 No Coupon Needed!
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Few may realize Orcutt has become the 
center of the independent publishing 
industry.  I t ’s  al l  thanks to local 
businesswoman and owner of InD’Tale 
Magazine, TJ MacKay. Over the past two 
years, MacKay has built a massive digital 
following based right here in Orcutt with 
her e-magazine, InD’Tale.  

InD’Tale is a one-of-a-kind magazine 
specializing in book reviews of self-
published and independent (or “indie”) 
authors. The monthly e-publication 
reviews a myriad of genres from 
romance to young adult to science 
fiction. Each month the Orcutt-based 
business evaluates 80-100 new indie titles, 
providing its 17,000+ subscribers with the 
latest and greatest reads.

The idea for the magazine came while 
MacKay was working for a traditional 

print magazine. She often came in contact 
with self-published and independent 
authors who sought a place to share their 
work. MacKay realized these authors 
needed a place to showcase their work in 
a professional publication.

“At that time indie authors had no 
way to get seen because the industry was 
still controlled by the major publishing 
houses,” MacKay shares. She notes that 
sites like Amazon and Good Reads 
provide a place for readers to share their 
personal opinions, but there existed no 
other platform for these authors to have 
their work professionally reviewed and 
evaluated. Thus, InD’Tale was invented.

Producing the magazine, however, 
wouldn’t be easy. Much of the technology 
necessary to produce the e-print magazine 
didn’t exist at that time, so MacKay 

cracked away at laying it out from scratch. 
After six months in front of computer 
screens and hours of tech work, MacKay 
put out her first edition of the magazine 
in May 2012. The magazine started with 
roughly 500 subscribers, and has since 
grown to the current 17,000+ monthly 
readers, gaining more than 100 new 
subscribers per week.

Currently, self-published and “small” 
published authors submit their work for 
review from all around the world. MacKay 
then has a global group of professional 
book reviewers, from Siberia to Australia 
and even here in Orcutt, evaluate the work 
using an intensive rating system. Each 
month magazine subscribers are given 
access to the very latest and greatest in 
the indie publishing world.

As the magazine grew in popularity, 

MacKay sought to fill yet another missing 
piece for indie authors. In 2013, MacKay’s 
team created the first-ever professionally 
reviewed indie book award, dubbed the 
RONÈ (Reward of Novel Excellence). The 
magazine partnered with the National 
Romance Novel Convention to announce 
the winners. This year, MacKay has already 
started preparations for the summer 
awards ceremony that will take place in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.

Michael Shaw reporting

Local Author TJ McKay Creates Independent 
Publishers’ Network with Digital Magazine

 Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 Custom Stained Glass Windows, 
 Supplies, Repairs, 

 Cabinet Inserts and Classes

 (805) 937-8234
 125 West Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 http://victorianstainedglass.biz

Perez Appointed to High School Board

An educator who has dedicated her 
career to ensuring students throughout 
the Central Coast could go to college 
was appointed on Wednesday night to 
the Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
District Board.

Diana M. Perez will fill the seat vacated 

by Dr. Dean Reece, 
who retired Dec. 31 
after 50 years with 
the district as teacher, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r , 
superintendent and 
board member.

Perez is honored to 
serve her community.

" I  u n d e r s t a n d 
the challenges for 
s tudent s  in  our 
s c h o o l s , ' '  Pe r e z 
said. "Every student 

should have an opportunity to achieve 
their post-secondary dreams. Our students 
need to be prepared for the jobs and 
careers of tomorrow because they are our 
future leaders.''

Since 2002, Perez has served as 
director of the California Student Aid 

Commission's Central Coast Cal-SOAP 
(California Student Opportunity and 
Access Program) and is positioned at Allan 
Hancock College. Perez's duties include 
improving the flow of information 
about education and financial aid for 
students in secondary, post-secondary, 
and community agencies.

SMJUHSD Superintendent Dr. Mark 
Richardson believes Perez will be a sound 
and fair community leader and continue 
to make student success a top priority.

"We are excited to have Diana part of 
our governance team,'' Dr. Richardson 
said. "Her interest in student learning 
and experience makes her a perfect fit for 
the district."

Longtime school board member Dr. 
Jack Garvin agreed.

"I believe she will bring an excellent 
perspective to the board,'' Dr. Garvin 

said. "She is in a position at Hancock 
College to know how we have prepared 
our students for higher education. Her 
insights will be very valuable.''

Perez earned a MA in Educational 
Counseling and Student Services from 
Cal State University Fresno in 1994. She 
received a BA in Political Science from 
UC Santa Barbara in 1992 and an AA 
degree in general education from Hartnell 
College in 1988.

Perez was a  UC Santa Barbara 
Admissions Counselor from 1996 to 
2000 and in charge of increasing UC 
system admissions. Part of that time, 
she operated a four-year college transfer 
center at Santa Maria High School. 
From 2000 to 2002, Perez was a transfer 
counselor at Hancock College's University 
Center and performed career academic 
and career advisement duties. 

Perez will face election in November 
2014. 

Rebecca Ross Klosinksi reporting

Perez sworn in as member of SMJUHS board by County 
Superintendent Bill Cirone
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COASTAL TREE SERVICECOASTAL TREE SERVICE
“We go out on a limb for you.” ®SM

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

1308162 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

From calling the plays that could 
save your budget or being the 
go-to person in the clutch, I can 
assist like no one else.
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

 … and I’m one of them.Mike Spears, Agent
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Santa Maria, CA  93455
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RHS FFA Pruning Team Named State Champions

Insurance & Risk Management
for Buisnesses & Individuals

SANTA MARIA  (805) 347-4700
PASO ROBLES  (805) 238-5212

License # 0757776

www.hubinternational.com Veteran
 Owned

 Ken and Deborah Pili
   Owners

The Ernest Righetti High 
School FFA Chapter won't 
give up the state's top tree 
pruning title anytime soon.

The team is the California 
FFA State Fruit Tree Pruning 
Champions for the second 
year in a row. 

The 2014 honor was 
received Feb. 1 during the 
mid-winter state finals at 
Fresno State University. 
More than 100 students 
from nine teams competed.

The FFA students were 
tested on plum, peach and 
nectarine tree and vine 
pruning. They also aced 
oral presentations and 
written examinations about 
maintaining a healthy food 
supply. 

The team spent the majority of time 
preparing in the classroom and only made 
a few trips to the Central Valley. 

"This is a big deal because we don't have 
thousands of orchards to practice with 
like the FFA students in the Fresno area,'' 
Advisor Miguel Guerra said. "My students 
are a teacher's dream team.''

S tudent  Sarai  Calderon gained 
confidence.

"I learned that I can do anything if I 
put my mind to it and there is a whole 
bunch more about trees than most people 
think,'' she said.

The school's champions include Caitlin 
Stevenson, Stephen Waldron, Bianca and 
Sarai Calderon as well as Mr. Guerra. 
Waldron placed as the first high individual 
while Sarai Calderon claimed fourth high.

The Santa Maria Joint Union High 
School District has more than 1,500 FFA 
members.

and full service 
landscape 
maintenance

sprinkler pros 

Lanierlandscapes  
C-27 #981369    lanierlandscapes.com     

805.878.5449

 Chris Whisler
 Owner

 Chris Whisler
 Owner

 Open Mon-Sat
 Hours Flexible

 (805)  928-0464

 FREE CUT
 with all chemical 
 services (color, 

 highlights, 
 perms, lowlites)

 Valid for New Clients 
 with Chris Whisler only
 Expires March 31, 2014

 WIDE VARIETY OF BOUTIQUE ITEMS
 Accessories • Jewelry • Scarves
 Purses • Belts • Hair Accessories 
 Hats • Two Doors Down Sandals

 We’ve Moved!  We’ve Moved! 

 Now Open In  Now Open In 

 ORCUTT ORCUTT

 IN THE FORMER ‘TOTAL LOOK’ BUILDING
 4124 Orcutt Rooad • Santa Maria 93455

Central Coast Coin
BUYING & SELLING!

“Don’t Sell For Less”

Acorn Plaza
4869 S. Bradley Road #107 Orcutt

805-934-0640
HOURS: Tues - Sat 11am - 4:30pm

Gold, Silver Coin & Jewelry 
Proof/Mint Sets, Stamps
 

314-2693 or 310-2720

Only home care facility in the Country Club area. 
Across from lovely park with walking paths, scenic views and comfortable setting.

2424 La Costa Drive • Santa Maria

$1000 Off First
Month’s Rent

Specializing in 
Alzeihmers Residents

, Inc.



3Orcutt Pioneer ~ February 26, 2014

(805) 937-8893
• Health Plans
• Medicare SupplementsTeri Summers

Authorized 
Independent 
Agent

CA #0615815

(805) 598-0517
“M.E.K. IT NOT A PROBLEM
PLUMBING IS MY KRIER”

LIC#841548
REPAIR • REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

MATT E. KRIER 
PLUMBING

Hydro-Jetting
Sewer Camera

& Digital Pipe Locator
Hydro-Static Leak Detection 

& Stethoscope
Apex Water & Polyethylene

Gas Certified 
20 Years Experience

Trudy Bigelow
Broker Associate 

BRE#01927771    01761335

West Coast Realty
www.Trudy4Homes.com

(805) 268-8026
117 E. Clark Avenue
Santa Maria-Orcutt, CA 93455
trudy.bigelow@gmail.com

The year was 1984.  Across the country, 
families were sitting around their 
television sets watching Family Ties and 
dancing in the dark to Bruce Springsteen.  
Amadeus won best picture, the Boston 
Celtics won the NBA Championship, and 
Michael Jackson won album of the year.  
But here in Orcutt, 1984 will forever be 
remembered as the year the Luis Oasis 
Senior Center was founded.

For the last thirty years, Oasis has 
offered seniors in the Santa Maria Valley 
the chance to meet new friends, get 
together with old friends, and learn new 
skills along the way.  A hub for Orcutt 
seniors, Oasis is a non-profit focused 
on providing “social, educational, and 

cultural opportunities.”
So what gives our local senior center 

staying power?  According to Director 
Doug Dougherty, it is a combination of 
factors.

“Baby boomers  are  the largest 
demographic in the County,” he 
explains.  “Oasis is a gateway to the aging 
population.  Seniors are on the front line, 
making sure they have the programs they 
need to actively age.”

“We’re focused on changing the 
perception of what a senior center is,” 
Dougherty continues.  “It’s not just a place 
to knit and play cards, although we do 
offer those things as well.  We offer grief 
support groups and things like that, but 

we also want to expand.”
To this end, Oasis works to educate 

seniors and encourage them to get 
involved in the community, whether it is 
by volunteering their time or by becoming 
more physically active.

“Seniors tend to let the walls close in 
around them as they age,” says Dougherty.  
“We’ve seen physical problems and other 
issues and it really doesn’t have to be 
that way.  We bring in evidence-based 
programs to reverse that tide.”

If you ask members of Oasis to express 
their feelings about their senior center, 
they will tell you that it gives them 
purpose, a reason to get up in the 
morning, and a chance to participate 
actively in life.

“People like to get together,” shares 
Dougherty. “That’s really the driving force.  
When people retire they’re looking for 
things to do.  This is a great place to meet.”

But not all activity takes place within 
the walls of Oasis.  They are working with 
the Collaborative for Healthier Living 
to introduce new programs, Cottage 
Hospital will be offering a fall prevention 
program, and they will be starting a 
Functional Fitness program in April that 
will get seniors out and walking at local 

parks.  On March 8th, Oasis will also 
participate in the Active Adult Health & 
Lifestyle Expo at the Elwin Mussel Senior 
Center.

Last November, Oasis sponsored a Wiser 
Worker job fair at the Workforce Resource 
Center and plan to host another job fair 
in May at the Santa Maria Fairpark.

“This is a great opportunity for seniors 
not to have to compete for jobs that are 
‘youth oriented’,” says Dougherty.  “This 
is the most experienced work force.  
This is the generation that invented the 
computer!”

With many exciting new programs on 
the horizon, they are still making time 
to plan their annual fundraising Gala 
which will take place on April 11th.  The 
event will include dinner, live and silent 
auction, and possibly a bit of music and 
dancing.

“It’s an exciting time and we’re privileged 
to be a part of it,” says Dougherty. “We’re 
going to do whatever we can to make 
[Orcutt] an even better place to live and 
retire.”

To find out more, visit www.oasisorcutt.
org or call (805) 937-9750.

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

OASIS Celebrates 30 Years of Seniors in Service in Orcutt

 Keeping A Tradition 
 For Over 50 Years

 Hair Cuts & Hot Towel Shaves
 3 Barbers To Better Serve You

 4850 S. Broadway Ste. D
 Orcutt CA • 937-6545

 Hours:  Tues-Fri 9am-6pm
 Saturday 8am-2pm

 Walk-Ins Only

 BEACON BEACON
 BARBER SHOP

 

Are You a Silent Sufferer? 
Do you have pain associated with: 

 

• Achilles Tendonitis 
• Plantar Fasciitis 
 
Now there is a groundbreaking 
technology available to treat your 
pain. Tenex Health TX™ was 
developed in collaboration with the 
Mayo Clinic to provide patients with 
a minimally invasive option for: 
 
• Quick pain relief 
 
• Rapid return to normal activities 
 
• Local anesthetic instead of 
general anesthesia 
 
• No sutures, no stitches (requires 

only a small, adhesive bandage)  
 
• Short procedure time – just 
minutes, not hours 

Tenex Health TX (medically known as Percutaneous Tenotomy or Percutaneous 
Fasciotomy)  combines sophisticated ultrasound imaging to pinpoint damaged tendon tissue 
along with the advanced TX MicroTip™ which precisely breaks down and extracts the 
damaged tissue that causes tendon pain.  
 

This is a minimally invasive procedure and be performed in the office.  Recovery time is short, 
and this medical procedure is covered by most insurance. 
 

For more information, visit www.TenexHealthPatient.com Foot & Ankle Center  
of the Central Coast  

Peter C.  Fillerup,  DPM 
 

1145 E. Clark Avenue, Ste A 
Santa Maria, CA  93455 
( 805)  934-0570 

 

www. fillerupfootandanklecenter.com Tenex Health is proud to be named Top Medical Device Company on Forbes
TM

 America’s Most Promising Companies List. 
 MKT066, Rev. B 

Tenex Health TX

Featured on

“The Doctors”
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If you haven’t fallen in love with Patsy 
Cline, you’re Crazy.  That’s just a little 
country music humor to get you started.

When the musical production Always… 
Patsy Cline first graced the stage in 1988 
it was a hit.  The Ted Swindley production 
was hailed as “a charming and high 
spirited musical comedy” by the New York 
Times and “a song-filled valentine” by the 
Los Angeles Times.  In the last twenty-
five years it has become one of the most 
produced musicals in America.

And now the Central Coast has been 
presented with a slice of the Patsy Cline pie 
thanks to Orcutt local Lezlie Thoroddsson 
and her team.  Director David Sweeney, 
project lead Cynthia Howard, and actress 
Karen Sweeney joined Lezlie in bringing 
the story of Patsy Cline and her friendship 
with fan Louise Seger to the 510 Event 
Center in Santa Maria this month.

It seems fitting that two real-life friends 
would come together to play Patsy and 
Louise and, in fact, it was Patsy Cline 
who brought them together.  A shared 
love of the singer inspired a mutual 
friend to introduce them and soon Karen 
(who Lezlie says has the “x-factor” when 
it comes to portraying Cline) and Lezlie 
(who has been an improv comedian for 

ten years) were making plans to bring their 
talents together in a two-woman show.

Karen Sweeney grew up in a musical 
family and began singing along to Cline 
and other country artists at age five.  In 
the summer of 1961 she even met the 
famous songstress when Patsy was touring 
California.  Recording and performing her 
songs over the years has made Karen a 
Patsy Cline powerhouse.  Throw in Lezlie’s 
eccentric, fun-loving Louise and you’ve got 
chemistry on stage.

“For some reason Patsy Cline is coming 
back,” says Lezlie, “She’s really popular 
right now.”

Always… Patsy Cline  drew a packed 
house for each of its two shows in Santa 
Maria.  If you missed it, however, don’t 
worry.  Lezlie’s Showcase of Talent is a 
newly formed enterprise that recruits 
local talent for variety shows which means 
much more entertainment to come.

“There are so many creative people on 
the coast!” says Lezlie.

To find out how you can get involved, or 
to keep up-to-date on future shows, visit 
www.lezliesshowcaseoftalent.com or call 
(805) 268-5403

Rebecca Ross Klosinksi reporting

On Saturday, March 8 from 10 am to 
3 pm Cinderella’s Closet will reappear 
in Orcutt. High school students from 
the local area are encouraged to attend 
this one-day-only free event sponsored 
by Orcutt Academy High School and 
hosted at the Element Church, at 3596 
Skyway Drive. The event will take place 
in the church’s main hall, which will 
be magically transformed into a stylish 
boutique. 

Organizers have collected hundreds 
of new and gently used formal dresses, 
shoes and accessories to give away. All 
of the items have been donated by the 
community and are currently being 
prepped for the event.

The “Lead Fairy Godmother” of this 
transformation, Jessa Youngblood, shares, 
“Our goal is for all the students in our 
area to have the opportunity to enjoy their 
proms. So whether the reason  is financial 
or to be environmentally conscious, we 
want to be a place that helps.”

Last year the event drew over one 
hundred students, and nearly all were 
able to find chothes for their proms—not 
to mention the extra advice and services 
donated by specialists. The organizers 
hope this year draws even more happy 

prom goers.
Youngblood adds, “We are still accepting 

donations at both Orcutt Academy High 
School and Element Christian Church. 
Whether you have new or gently used 
formal wear you would like to give, or gift 
certificates for hair styling and manicures, 
it all goes to help make these students' 
proms affordable and special.” 

For more information on Cinderella’s 
Closet visit  Facebook and search 
“Cinderella’s Closet Santa Maria”. 

Michael Shaw reporting

Always, Patsy Cline Cinderella’s Closet Hopes to Make Prom Affordable

NOW offering 24 Hour Fast & Friendly  
Service, Heating & AC Service  
& Installation, plus Electrical  
Services for Residential & 
Commercial needs.

 Steve &  M elissa W isz
 Rea ltor®

 Cell: 7 20-06 04
 Office: 9 3 8-7 4 7 4

 200 E. Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 W isz Real Esta te
 of EPRE

 L ic. 0 14 5730 7

 Representin
g

 Buyers 

 and Sellers

CONTRACTOR

H eating V entilation

A ir- C onditioner

928 - 5486

We INSTALL and SERVICE
for residential/commercial/industrial/

restaurant/winery buildings.

“No job is too big or small!”

Stop by and visit us at 155 S. Broadway, 
Old Orcutt (across from Jack’s Restaurant)

Mention Orcutt Pioneer and receive 
5% off your next purchase up to $5,000 

(Santa Barbara County only). 
Discount valid thru 2/28/14.

Lic. #738011
Heating • A/C • Sheet Metal • Inc.

Call your LOCAL

New Construction/Remodel

S A N TA  B A R B A R A  C O U N T Y

Apply today to join the April training session in Santa Maria.
Visit www.sbcasa.org, email volunteer@sbcasa.org 

or call 739.9102 ext 2595 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Santa Barbara County

Join the I am for the child movement. 

Too many abused and neglected 
children in our community do not 

have a CASA volunteer by their side.

YOU can help change that.

Help Us Reach Every Child
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Securities offered through JHS Capital Advisors, Member FINRA/SIPC. Maguire Investments and JHS Capital Advisors are not affiliated.

Maguire Investments’ mission is to help our clients reach their unique financial goals. We draw 
upon over a half-century of service and over 120 years of combined experience, striving to tailor 

investment portfolios suitable to each client’s needs. 

805-922-6901     www.MaguireInvest.com 
1862 SOUTH BROADWAY, SUITE 100, SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA 93456

by partnering with your Maguire Investments financial advisor

Discover the value weDiscover the value weDiscover the value we
can create in your lifecan create in your lifecan create in your life

Classified
Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted via 
email to info@orcuttpioneer.com with "classified" in the 
subject line. 25 word limit. Business ads only $25/25 
words. Mail payments to Orcutt Pioneer, PO Box 2545, 
Orcutt CA 93457. 

Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me help 
clean out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-8133

""""Semi Retired Electrician""" small jobs....$35/hour  
805 704 3616

BBQ-PRO LP Gas Barbecue Grill.  Includes: Grill cover, 
rotisserie, 5 gal LP gas cylinder. $85.00   805-937-3516 

Cabela chest high fishing waders TL-XL, booties/covers. 
$65.00   805-937-3516 

Weider Pro Home Gym For Sale. Adjustable weights, 2 
attached benches for arms, chest and leg extensions, 
$300.00 OBO.  Call Neil (805) 540-8766.

Hard to find blackberry or raspberry plants in pots.   Also 
available: Concord grape and rosemary tree.  Guarantee 
to take.  $10/pot  (805) 937-3476

Mobile Chicken Coop.  Raise your own chickens in any size 
backyard.  Easy to use and easy to move. $150.   E-mail 
me at keitmac@aol.com for more details.

Rare 1990 Dodge, Daytona 2-door hatchback, mint 
condition 2,200 original miles. 4-cylinder w/5-speed 
manual.  Runs great and recently passed smog test. Asking 
$10,000. (805) 938-5893.

   Cell phone; flip phone with camera.  Basically a phone 
without bells and whistles.  No contract with Consumer 
Cellular.  Very simple for seniors to use.  $30.00.  937-
3582

FOR SALE: Murray Women's 12 speed mountain bike. 
Decent shape, $45 OBO 878-1739.

GOT MAC? How about iPod, iPhone, iPad, or AppleTV? 
Troubleshooting, repairs, upgrades, education, consult-
ing. I also do Windows. 20+ years experience.  James@
jamesjepsen.com or 805-878-1739.

Classic Computer! iMac G3 "Indigo". An oldie but a goodie, 
great for younger kids games and basic internet usage. 
15" CRT screen all-in-one computer. $100. Includes setup 

in your home or office anywhere in the Orcutt area (up to 
1/2 hour). James, 878-1739. 

DeeJay/Emcee 25+ years experience. All genres of music 
available. Now booking for the spring and summer! Rea-
sonable rates.  James Jepsen's Borrowed Time 878-1739

DISNEYLAND: 2 adults, 2 children. Two-day park hopper 
passes (1 park per day), with parking included both 
days. Valid any day of the year. $650 takes all 4. James 
878-1739.

Toro Ultra Blower/Vacuum.  Very powerful engine.  Pur-
chased 8/5/13 but used only twice.  Very easy to as-
semble and use.  Need outdoor cord.  Paid $70; will sell 
for $55.  937-3582 

Old Computers, some refurbished, some as-is, parts, ac-
cessories. Mac and PC. $25 and up. 878-1739 James@
jamesjepsen.com

Golf clubs.  New hybrids still in the box; the set is #3 
through PW.  The brand is Warrior, which is only purchased 
through the factory.  All graphite senior shaft; good for 
male or female.  Paid $568, will sell for $250.  937-3582

Card table with custom wood 48" round top. $?? Make 
offer. Frame, wood, for canvas art, size 22" X 28". $?? 
Make offer. Antique sewing rocker with spindle back and 
cane seat. $85.937-1191

63-year-old Christian male looking for single Christian 
lady for companionship.  I welcome your call! 925-8787.

2005 Harley Sportster stock parts exc cond. Make offer. 
Exhaust & Guards handgrips Belt guard Taillight mirrors 
Trans cover Stays Jump seat David 937-6585

For sale : Baby walker with toy bar $20 OBO. Space saver 
high chair $10 OBO.

New custom solid wood 32" vanity $125.  NIB Red Glass 
vessel sink $50 & NIB Brushed Nickel single handle faucet 
paid $140 sell $70.  937-6514 12' long X 30" wide steel 
electric wheelchairramp (no handrails) for stairs of mobile 
home.  934-2290

The 2018 American ZomBuff is the third release in the 
Zombucks series. 1 OZ .999 Silver $28 each Call or Text 
(805)325-1894

 Learn the 
 Art of Defense with

 American Freestyle Karate

 Sensei Ron & Sharon Oakes
 (805) 440-4379

 “LITTLE NINJAS”
 for 4-7 Year Olds

 Call Now To Reserve Space!
 FAMILY DISCOUNTS
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We  offer  the  finest  in  INDEPENDENT,  
SEMI-‐ASSISTED  and  FULLY  ASSISTED  

Living  
  

  

Enjoy  carefree,  maintenance  free  living  in  a  beautiful  
country  atmosphere  *  All  single  story  homes  *  home  

cooked  meals  *  fun  activities  all  month  long  
Call  for  a  tour  today!  
HUMMEL  VILLAGE  

4468  Hummel  Drive  in  Orcutt  *  805-‐937-‐2021  
hummelvillage.com  *  Lic#425801758  

Look  for  our  yellow  flags  

Orcutt Schools Update

exactly what state law says about school 
attendance.  The law excuses absences only 
for illness; medical, dental, or optometric 
appointments; bereavement; or religious 
holidays or ceremonies.  All other reasons 
given – and we hear them all, ranging 
from car trouble to parent illness to a 
malfunctioning alarm clock – are unexcused.

At the classroom and school level, our 
teachers and administrators encourage school 
attendance.  Teachers in their communication 
with parents and principals in their school 
newsletters frequently discuss the importance 
of being at school.  Teachers and principals 
often recognize students who accomplish 
perfect or close-to-perfect attendance. 

“It’s so important that students are here, 
because they miss out on so much if they’re 
not,” says Liz Herbstreith, principal of Ralph 
Dunlap School.  “I’m more than willing to 
work with families if they have a special 
situation, or if they have a child who is 
hesitant to come to school.  I’ve talked to 
kids, talked to parents, even helped with 
transportation arrangements.  The bottom 
line is that students need to be here.”

Meanwhile, we have improved how we 

Being in School Keeps 
Students on Track

Bob Bush, Superintendent 
Orcutt Union School District

track attendance.  Our district’s student 
information system makes it easier than ever 
for office staff and school administrators to 
discern when students are either truant (three 
or more unexcused absences or unexcused 
tardies of over 30 minutes) or chronically 
absent.

Using our attendance data, we have a strong 
system in place for addressing attendance 
problems.

Student truancy triggers a letter from 
the school principal to a parent – which 
almost always ends the issue.  If the student 
continues to be truant, however, then the 
district sends a second letter inviting the 
parent to an after-school meeting at which 
state law on school attendance is reviewed 
and parents can ask questions.  Subsequent 
issues with truancy can result in a referral to 
a Truancy Mediation Team, a referral to the 
School Attendance Review Board, and/or 
even criminal prosecution.

Helping us with more severe attendance 
issues is Santa Barbara County District 
Attorney Joyce Dudley, who has assigned 
one of her deputies, David Chen, to track 
truancy countywide, meet with families, and 
handle prosecutions for truancy.  “One of the 
most effective, long and short term, means of 
preventing crime is keeping children engaged 
in school,” Dudley says.  

Some students with attendance issues can 
benefit from personal encouragement and 
mentoring.  In our elementary schools, we 
are grateful to have “Check Connect Respect” 
mentors (from the Fighting Back Santa 

Maria Valley coalition) who meet weekly 
with referred students to promote good 
attendance and to help the child feel more 
connected to school.

Some students suffer from chronic 
absenteeism – which the state defines as 
being absent 10 percent or more of the 
time, even for reasons accepted by state law.  
In these cases, our teachers and principals 
and often our district nurse meet with the 
parents to discuss the child’s situation and 
determine how attendance can be improved.  

“Our hope each time we meet with a 
family is that they will turn things around,” 
says district Director of Pupil Services 
Lana Thomas, who monitors attendance 
and truancy districtwide and coordinates 
attendance enforcement with Deputy 
District Attorney Chen.  “Fortunately, we 
have very few severe cases.  The interventions 
we have in place are making a difference.”

Tracking, encouraging, and enforcing 
school  at tendance require  lots  of 
communication, collaboration, and work.  
Here’s thanking District Attorney Dudley, 
Deputy District Attorney Chen, Lana 
Thomas, our school principals, our teachers, 
and our school office personnel for their 
considerable efforts.  In the end, recent 
research has confirmed what our parents 
knew all along – being in school is how our 
students stay on course for success – now, 
and later in life.

Superintendent Bob Bush can be contacted 
by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail at rbush@
orcutt-schools.net.

A lot of us grew up with parents who 
were pretty tough-minded about school 
attendance.  As a boy here in Orcutt, I had 
to be noticeably ill for my mother to even 
consider having me miss a day of school.  
She knew, quite simply, that if I weren’t at 
school, I would not be learning.

In recent years, a substantial body of 
research has validated what our parents knew 
intuitively:  Being at school is nothing short 
of essential to children’s academic growth.

Multiple studies have found the following: 
(1) school attendance is a statistically 
s i gn i f i can t  p red i c to r  o f  a cademic 
performance; (2) students who miss school 
at an early age are more likely, in later years, 
to drop out of school; and (3) truancy and 
chronic absenteeism are correlated with 
substance abuse, gang involvement, and 
criminal activity.

In light of this research, the Orcutt Union 
School District is making a concerted effort 
to track, promote, and – if necessary – hold 
families accountable for school attendance.

Our work begins with communicating to 
our parents, in the district handbook we 
send home at the start of the school year, 

 

SLOCRA invites you to The 6th Annual Authors’ Dinner 

An Evening with the Authors 
Friday, March 28, 2014 

6:15 pm to 9:30 pm 

at The Spyglass Inn, Shell Beach 
 

 

 

Admission is $30 to SLOCRA Members and $35 to Non-Members. With your paid 
ticket you will receive: 

 

A three-course dinner 

An autographed book 

A chance to chat with children’s and young adult authors 
 

 

 

Seating is limited! To reserve your seat or for more information, please       
e-mail us at slocra@yahoo.com.   

Tickets will be given on a first come, first served basis. 
 

 

 

For more information on joining the San Luis Obispo County Reading Association  “like” us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/SLOCRA 
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Knights of Columbus 3rd Annual St Patricks Day 

Car Show, March 15 10:30AM-3:30PM at St Louis de 
Montfort Church on Clark Avenue at Harp Road. Free 
admission for the public. A fundraiser for the KofC 
Scholarship Fund. Enjoy free entertainment from Still 
Evolving and FoundNation. Also available a vendor 
faire, food, drink,  desserts, face painting. Don't miss 
the Buck-A-Whack and check out a skateboarder 
jumping over a brand new car! Last year over 100 
vehicles were on display...this year the goal is to double 
that! Cars, vendors, and sponsors wanted...Contact 
www.kofc11137.org or call James at 805-878-1739. ,

Boy Scout Troop 87 Annual BBQ Fundraiser, 
March 29, 10-3PM at corner of Clark and Bradley, 
CVS parking lot.  $8 include chicken, beans, salad and 
bread.  Delivery available with order of 15 lunches.  
For tickets call 310-4437

MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
All-America City Quilt Guild meets at the Old Town 

Quilt Shop Clubhouse, 165 W. Clark Ave, on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  Info:  
www.santamariaquilters.com or 934-0899.

American Legion Post 534 Breakfast 8-11am on 
the first Sunday of each month.  Public invited.  145 
W. Clark Ave.

Family Fun Night  6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Last Friday of 
the month @ Unity Church, 1165 Stubblefield, Orcutt.
Bring games and food to share.  (805) 937-3025.  

All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior Center, 
420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second Saturday 
of each month 8 – 10 am:.  Adults $5.00, Children 
under 10: $3.00

ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth graders.  
Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.

BIBLE Study, Monday nights, 7:30-9:00pm. St. 
Louis de Montfort, Parish Community  Center, Room 
2. Current study is The Acts Of the Apostles. All 
denominations welcome. Information contact Trent 
937-9625 or Steve 937-1353.

CAMPING LOVE OF ADVENTURE SINGLES 
CAMPING GROUP MEETS THE 2ND WEDNESDAY 
EACH MONTH FOR A WEEK OF CAMPING AT 
CENTRAL COAST & VALLEY CAMPGROUNDS. 
ELAINE 805-937-5357

Central City Chordsmen invites those who would 
like to sing or would like to learn to participate with 
them.  Call 937-7960 for information.

Central Coast Corvette Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the month at Merrill Garden, 1350 N. 
Suey Road, in the first floor Wellness Center at 7:00 
pm.  Corvette owners and enthusiasts are welcome.  
Call Mike for information at 934-3948.

CENTRAL COAST SAMS RV GROUP meets the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month for a 3 day "camput". We 
enjoy planned tours, good food and fellowship at 
local campgrounds within 100 miles of the Central 
Coast.  We welcome new members. Contact Bob 
Garvin 938-5715.

Coastal Valleys Marine Corps League 1340 and 
their monthly meeting on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month.  It is held at Veteran's Memorial Bldg at 313 
W Tunnell in Santa Maria on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month at 7 PM. 

Crestwood Christian Fellowship welcomes all 
to attend our Sunday service at 9:30 AM. We are a 
non-denominational church with an all volunteer 

staff. We seek to save the lost by spreading the Good 
News of Jesus  AND  take care of those in need in our 
community. 1265 W McCoy, 925-7500  

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood 
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems 
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” at 6 
PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third Tuesday 
of each month. Visitors are welcome. 

Compassionate Friends is a self-help group for 
bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings.  Meets on 
he third Tuesday of each month, 7-8:30pm.  Church 
of Christ 795 E. Foster Rd.  Info: 922-5222

Central Coast Gardeners meet at the Luis OASIS 
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., on the third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. from September through 
May.  Guests are welcome.  Info: Dorothy  934-8325.

Coastal Voices is looking for singers to join us! 
Rehearsals are held Mondays, 7 PM, at St. Andrew 
United Methodist Church, 3945 S. Bradley Rd., Santa 

Community Events Calendar

 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate, Transfer Fee $1.25
 Ô95 and Older Vehicles, Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 

 only ¥ Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DONÕT PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 3-31-14

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 29 00
 +tax Paul, Bill, Dena, Anthony & Mark have a combined 150+ years 

 of experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt.
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

��� �

 Tip of the Month
 Have you ever asked yourself, How do I get rid of my old paint? There 
 are two options, take it to the City Landfill or to most local professional 
 paint dealers. Every time you purchase a paint product, you are charged 
 a small fee. The California Recovery Fee was created for disposal of old 
 used paint, therefore allowing you to dispose for free. Depending on 
 your local dealer, they can take up to 20 gallons per day. The only 
 requirement is that the product be in the original container and labeled.

 Lic. #874418

 ALEX FERREL 
 PAINTING

 (805) 598-4052
 “Small Town Painters,

 Big Time Quality!”

Dr. David Hensiek
Chiropractor

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016
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*Restrictions Apply-Ask for Details

     Creation, Evolution & Science Seminar 
    with Russ Miller  
      from Creation, Evolution & Science Ministries 

    March 15-16, 2014  

   Saturday, (3 sessions) 1:00-4:30 p.m.  

   Sunday, 10:50 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 

Pine Grove Baptist Church 
5551 South Bradley Road  --  937-4538 

at the corner of Bradley & Rice Ranch Roads across from Pine Grove School 

www.PineGroveBaptistChurchSM.org for more information. 
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St. Louis de Montfort Church
Clark Ave at Harp Road

Live Music by

Still Evolving

FoundNation Prizes

Vendors

Food

Allen’s Quality Plumbing 
Local Copies Etc. • Toyota & Honda of Santa Maria

SM Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram • Community Bank of SM
Andrews & Galloway • Dr. Mike Young OD • Dr. Richard Healy DDS 

One Way Board Shop • Santa Maria Speedway • Pacific Petroleum 
Waste Management • Knight Broadcasting • Emerald Wave Media

2 • 0 • 1 • 4

3RD ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER

FREEAdmission
Buck-A
Whack

Skate
Demo

Sat. March 15 10:30-3:30

Vehicles, Sponsors & Vendors Wanted
James • 805-878-1739 • james@jamesjepsen.com info: kofc11137.org

Cars, Trucks
Hot Rods • Motorcycles

Bicycles • Race Cars
Customs and More

 Joni Gray
 Attorney

 195 S. Broadway St. Suite 210
 Orcutt CA 93455-4626

 805/937-2624 (office)
 805/937-4298 (home)

 Fax 805/361-0357
 jonigrayattorney@gmail.com
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Orcutt Pioneer
Direct mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt 
Households & Businesses Monthly!

 1108 E Clark Ave - 937-8766

 established 1978

 See Our New 
 Product Lines

 Something New 
 Arriving 

 Every Day!
 (Ask us about our Special Event 

 coming April 11th)

 Complete Painting Services • The “ Preferred  Professional”
 Residential Repaints • Commercial Repaints • Custom New Construction

 Competitive Prices • Free Estimates • Professional Work • Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Owner Doug Marohn
 Cal Poly SLO Alumni  www.spectrumpainting.biz

 805 931-0195  Fully Insured
 CSL 744357


