
Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
 Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $11.75 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out, or delivered!

 No Coupon Needed!

Serving the Community of Orcutt, California • December 17, 2014 • www.OrcuttPioneer.com • Circulation 17,000 +
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 CA LIC #980147
 T he P u p  S tops H ere

 P et S tylin g by S u san  W right
 now  located  in the

 A ll V alley Pet H ospital
 P lease C all for A ppt.

 805-235-5809

Orcutt Fa La La Awards Showcase the Spirit of the Season

#1- 4113 Mayfield Street— BEST IN SHOW 
“The Clark Griswold Award of Excellence”

On the corner of Foster and Mayfield, a sparkly 
showcase shines bright. This wintry scene greets you 
with a merry “NOEL” beaming down Foster, and on 
Mayfield you’re greeted by Anna and Elsa from Disney’s 
Frozen. The lawn is lined with thousands of icy lights and 
the whole scene seems to usher in the Christmas cheer. 
Clark Griswold would be proud, so it’s no wonder this 
wins Best in Show!

#2- 4346 Beverly Court— KIDS’ CHOICE AWARD
Judge Westly, age 3, chose this house as his favorite!

This gorgeous home is a children’s fantasyland. 
Custom-designed characters cover the expansive lawn—
Charlie Brown, Elsa, Mickey, Jack Skellington, Buzz and 
Woody, and more! Chilly icicles drip from the eaves, 
and red and green lights warm up on the tall trees 
surrounding the home. All kids, the young and young 
at heart, will love this display.

#3- 5223 Arroyo Court— 
WINTER WONDERLAND AWARD

This home is a total winter wonderland. The lawn is 
draped with lights and beautiful wreaths hang from the 
walls. The roof is slathered with snowflakes, and soft 
music completes the perfect Christmas scene. This house, 
and the equally impressive neighbors, is a must see.

#4- 1570 Oak Knoll— CLASSIC CHRISTMAS AWARD
This beautiful display shows off a variety of Christmassy 

cheer; a large group of trees and lawn ornaments fill the 
yard, giant Christmas bulbs line the walk, and a dancing 
display of projected lights sparkle on the garage. This is 
a classic Christmas delight.

#5 1441 Ivory Drive –LOCAL SPIRIT AWARD
A flashing display of lights covers this lovely home. 

Candy canes line the walk and a miniature village sits 
in the center of the lawn. Atop the garage is an American 
flag created in red, white, and blue lights. This showcase 
of a home is a great depiction of Orcutt’s best. 

See page 6 for more photos. 
See page 7 for Honorable Mentions and Map 

of all locations.

Tricee Wright
Financial Planner

Retirement Planning/Investments

Earlier this December a group of judges tracked 
down some of the best decorated homes in Orcutt. 
With Christmas carols blaring on the radio, a peppy 
preschooler cheering everyone on in the backseat, and 
a whole lot of Christmas spirit fueling our journey, our 
team set out to see the best Orcutt has to offer. After a 
full night’s drive, we can safely say Orcutt has once again 
brought the Christmas cheer. 

The Orcutt Pioneer congratulates all of the winners. 
We hope all of our readers will take time to see these 
Christmas sights in person. Here’s wishing you and your 
loved ones the best this holiday season!
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May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0634487

1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA  93455

Bus: 805-937-7275
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Dr. David Hensiek
Chiropractor

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016

 Joni Gray
 Attorney

 195 S. Broadway St. Suite 210
 Orcutt CA 93455-4626

 805/937-2624 (office)
 805/937-4298 (home)

 Fax 805/361-0357
 jonigrayattorney@gmail.com

Specializing In: 
Residential Plumbing
Leaks, Clogs
Water Heaters
Water Saving Fixtures
and more!

HealtH Plans
Medicare supplements Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Teri Summers
summers insurance

4354 Glen Oaks Ct.
Santa Maria CA 93455

(805) 937-8893

TJ Sanders
sanders insurance

1730 Noyes Rd.
Arroyo Grande CA 93420

(805) 709-2859

Central Coast Coin
BUYING & SELLING!

“Don’t Sell For Less”

Acorn Plaza
4869 S. Bradley Road #107 Orcutt

805-934-0640
HOURS: Tues - Sat 11am - 4:30pm

Gold, Silver Coin & Jewelry 
Proof/Mint Sets, Stamps
 

CASA for the Holidays: Making a Child’s Wish Come True
Dear Editor,
I am an 8-year-old foster child and I am hoping 

you can help me.  I believe in Santa Claus with all 
of my heart, but he can’t seem to find me because 
I move a lot.  

I have lived in ten different foster homes since 
the law man took my sisters and me away from 
my mother and her boyfriend.  But even when 
we were all together we moved around a lot and 
Santa couldn’t find us.

My older sisters would tell me there wasn’t a 
Santa and no one cared about us, but I knew 
they were wrong because Santa Claus is real and 
he cares about all children, even us.  He just can’t 
find us because we don’t have a permanent home 
and no one knows where we are.

I haven’t seen my sisters since that scary, cold 
night when they found us alone and hungry.  They 
said my mother and her boyfriend had done some 
bad things and they weren’t allowed to keep us 
anymore.  The social worker lady told us we had to 
go to different places because there wasn’t enough 
room for us to stay together.  We cried and cried 
and desperately tried to hold each other, but they 
pulled us apart.  We were each handed a plastic 
garbage bag with some clothes and that was the 
last time we saw each other.

I started writing a letter to Santa last week. 
Samantha, another foster kid who lives in this 
house, said Santa doesn’t care about us because 
we are the forgotten children.  There are six of us 
who live at this house.  We’ve been together for 
three months.  Samantha is ten and she has been 
through some really bad things that have made 
her very, very sad all of the time.  I told Samantha 
that Santa Claus does care. He cares about all 

children, especially the ones like us who are alone 
and forgotten.  She told me I was a stupid little 
girl and I would learn that nobody really cares 
about us.  That made me cry.  I remembered all 
the times I would have to pack up my plastic bag 
with my things and move to a new foster home.  
I remembered having to leave things behind 
because there wasn’t enough time or enough room 
for my stuff.  I remember different social worker 
people rushing me.  And I remember my sisters.  I 
miss my sisters and I started to believe that maybe 
Samantha was right and nobody cares.

Yesterday, a new lady showed up at my foster 
home to see me.  She said her name was Elizabeth 
and that she was my CASA volunteer.  She told me 
she is a volunteer appointed by a judge to help 
me.  She told me she will visit with me often and 
make sure people know I exist.  She told me she 
would find my sisters and tell them I miss them.  
Elizabeth is the first person I have met who made 
me feel like I matter.  She made me feel like there 
is hope.

Elizabeth seems smart and nice.  She suggested 
that I write to you and ask for help.  She said 
that lots of people read the Orcutt Pioneer and 
that probably includes Santa.  So please let Santa 
know that there are hundreds of children in 
Santa Barbara County that have been abandoned, 
neglected and abused who are living in foster care 
homes.  We are told that we are wards of the court, 
but I am not sure what that means.  I do know that 
many of us are scared, alone and simply want to 
have a loving family.

Elizabeth also told me that CASA stands for 
Court Appointed Special Advocates and it is an 
organization of volunteers who are sworn in by 
a judge to advocate for kids like me.  She said 
CASA has a Kids’ Fund that helps advocates buy 
things for kids like me for school, activities and 
our birthdays.  I don’t think anyone knows my 
birthday.

I asked Elizabeth why she waited so long to 
find me.  She told me she was sorry, but that there 
aren’t enough volunteers in places like Santa Maria 
and Lompoc.  She said she has been a CASA for 
three months and recently read a report about me.  
She said she immediately knew she needed to 
help me.  I knew she was telling the truth because 

I could see tears well up in her eyes.
Elizabeth said CASA volunteer advocates 

receive special training and meet with all sorts 
of important people in the county to share my 
story and make recommendations concerning my 
future.  She said she would start working on being 
assigned to my sisters so we could all be together.  
That made me so happy I screamed.  She made 
me feel ten feet tall.

Elizabeth told me about a team of people who 
work at the CASA offices in Santa Maria, Santa 
Barbara and Lompoc.  She told me about the team 
leader whose name is Kim, and a bearded man 
named David who gets people and companies to 
donate money.  She told me about Crystal and 
Tara who work very hard to find other people like 
Elizabeth to become CASA advocates.  Elizabeth 
told me she met Crystal at a community event.  
She also told me that David got a company in 
Santa Maria to donate bicycles to some children.  
I asked if David was Santa, but she laughed and 
said no, but Santa lives in his heart.

I can’t begin to tell you how important I started 
to feel knowing that there is a team of people that 
know I exist and care about me.

I originally wanted to tell Santa about the 
things I need, but after getting to know Elizabeth 
I would like him to give CASA the things they 
need.  They will take care of the rest for all of the 
forgotten children in our county.  Elizabeth and 
I put together the following wish list for him, so 
please help get him the message that “I am here”, 
“I want to live with my sisters”, and help CASA 
get these things:

My Wish List for CASA
1. Volunteer advocates for Crystal and Tara.
2. Donations for their Kids’ Fund.
3. Company partners for David.
4. Committee volunteers for Kim.
Elizabeth said that if any of your readers want 

to know more about CASA or contribute to help, 
they can go to www.sbcasa.org.  They have a very 
cool website with lots of great information.

I am so grateful for my new friend Elizabeth, 
but I am sad to know that children like Samantha 
still need advocates, too.  Please, please let Santa 
know that we are here.

Cindy
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©2001 Budget Blinds Inc. All Rights Reserved. *Offer not valid with any 
offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. Offer good at participating 

franchises only. Each franchise independently owned and operated.  

CALL TODAY -FREE-  IN-HOME CONSULTATION

BUDGET BLINDS · 739-8838
LOCALLY OWNED and FAMILY OPERATED

                                                                                      CA LIC# 977029
                                                                                      Expires 1/31/15

Monterey Shutters Select Signature 
Window Treatments

*Plus tax &  installation square 
& rectangular windows only

30%OFF
*4 Louver Sizes
*4 Of The Most Popular Whites
*Indoor
*Limited Lifetime Warranty

Verticals, Wood & 
Faux Woods, Cellulars, 
Roller Shades, Woven 

Woods & More

$22*As 
Low
As

per 
sq. ft

A New LOOK
for your
Windows

SELL ITEMS FOR FREE. Free ads can only be accepted 
via email to info@orcuttpioneer.com with "classified" in 
the subject line. 25 word limit. Business ads only $25/25 
words. Mail payments to Orcutt Pioneer, PO Box 2545, 
Orcutt CA 93457. 
Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me help 
clean out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-8133
""""Semi Retired Electrician""" small jobs....$38/hour  
805 704 3616
Shadowsfund,Senior and Pit Bull Rescue in Lompoc is 
looking for volunteers and dog walkers. Shadowsfund@
gmail.com
Hard to find blackberry or raspberry plants in pots.   Also 
available: Concord grape and rosemary tree.  Guarantee to 
take.  $10/pot  (805) 937-3476
OVAL COFFEE TABLE- 1960's Gold Leaf, pedestal legs. Very 
unique. $50 (345-1467)
2005 Harley Sportster stock parts excellent cond. Make 
offer. Exhaust & Guards, Handgrips, Belt Guard, Taillight 
Mirrors, Trans Cover Stays Jump Seat David 598-5557
Brand New 500W LG Mini Shelf System: $100. 934-3159
A IR  COMPRESSOR  5  HP  30GAL  DEV I L IB ISS 
PORTABLE(HORIZONTA ON WHEELS $150.00 GOOD CON-
DITION CHUCK 805-937-2224
DAYBED, WHITE IRON WITH 2 MATTRESSES. $200; ROLL 
TOP DESK, WALNUT, 28" DEEPx54" LONG. 6 DRAWERS & 
CUBBY HOLES. $MAKE OFFER; CARD TABLE & 4 CHAIRS 
$30. 937-1191.

Large 32" Sony TV, not flat-screen or High-Def, good picture 
quality. $50.00, 937-5384.
35mm slide viewer with cord - Holds 25 slides.  $10.00.  
937-3582
Cell phone - Android with all options.  It is associated with 
Great Call; no contracts but many low-cost plans to choose 
from.  $25.  937-3582
Doorbell plate - Heavy brass; raised flower design in teal 
patina.  $15.  937-3582
Large exercise ball - For back and many other exercises; 
instructions included.  $15.  937-3582
Holiday-red suitcase - size 30"x21"x12".  Many side pockets; 
wheels.  $75.00.  937-3582
Golf driver - Nike adjustable driver head with key.  Covert vs 
cavity back with key; senior-flex; maroon color.  Shaft can 
be changed.  Like new.  $200.  937-3582
Virginia Maid Cedar chest, 42" L x 17 1/2" W x 22"D. in 
excellent condition, $150.00 937-4114.
Ottoman, brand new never used dark brown suede mate-
rial very comfy.17x17x17 sells for $64 yours for $25 805 
720-2127
GOT MAC? How about iPod, iPhone, iPad, or AppleTV? Trouble-
shooting, repairs, upgrades, education, consulting. I also do 
Windows. 20+ years experience.  James@jamesjepsen.com 
or 805-878-1739.
DeeJay/Emcee 25+ years experience. All genres of music 
available.  Weddings, parties, dances, etc. Now booking for the 
holidays through spring. Reasonable rates.  James Jepsen's 
Borrowed Time 878-1739
31' Class C Motorhome - Chateau. Sleeps 7. V10 engine, 
78K miles. $16,000 OBO. Jim 805-937-5692.

Classified Ads

NOW offering 24 Hour Fast & Friendly  
Service, Heating & AC Service  
& Installation, plus Electrical  
Services for Residential & 
Commercial needs.

 Keeping A Tradition 
 For Over 50 Years

 Hair Cuts & Hot Towel Shaves
 3 Barbers To Better Serve You

 4850 S. Bradley Rd. Ste. D
 Orcutt CA • 937-6545

 Hours:  Tues-Fri 9am-6pm
 Saturday 8am-2pm

 Walk-Ins Only

 BEACON BEACON
 BARBER SHOP

 Orcutt Piano 
 and Drum 
 Lessons

 20 Years Experience

 (805) 441-8160

 1108 E Clark Ave - 937-8766

 established 1978

 Thank You for Shopping Locally

 Featuring
 BRIGHTON and PANDORA

 and much much more!
 Complimentary Gift Wrapping

 HOLIDAY HOURS
 Sunday, December 21 - 11 till 5
 Monday, December 22 - 10 till 6
 Tuesday, December 23 - 10 till 6

 Christmas Eve - 9 till 4
 Sale Starts December 26 10-5:30

 Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 Custom Stained Glass Windows, 
 Supplies, Repairs, 

 Cabinet Inserts and Classes

 (805) 937-8234
 125 West Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 http://victorianstainedglass.biz
 Veteran
 Owned

 Ken and Deborah Pili
   Owners

Treetop Yoga is hosting a Winter Solstice 
Celebration benefiting Toys for Tots.  Yogis 
will celebrate the coming of longer days 
by participating in 108 sun salutations. 
Modifications and rest will be offered 
for those not feeling up to the full 108 
repetitions.

Yoga teachers Jenya Hubbard, Luana 
Knowlton, Jennifer May, and Kimberly 
Zimmerman will lead the class in 9 sets of 
12 sun salutations, and participants will 
dedicate each set to a heartfelt intention 
they have for the new year. During resting 
periods, participants will focus on breath 
and intention as they hold resting postures

Yoga teacher and poet Jenya says, “I was 
inspired to organize this event because it 
is my intention as a teacher and a writer to 
uplift the community with my offerings. 
In addition to being an incredible physical 
feat, the practice of 108 salutations 
is a yogic tradition for honoring the 

change in season that has been practiced 
across cultures to build community. 
Donating the proceeds to Toys for Tots 
feels amazing. It is truly an honor to bring 
our yoga community together to offer the 
joy and power of play to the children of 
Santa Maria.”

For information on how to practice a 
sun salutation, the meaning of 108, or 
the training schedule, “Countdown to 108 
Sun Salutations Challenge,” visit www.
poetryandpose.com.

The community is invited on Sunday, 
December 21, 2014 from 3:00 pm to 5:30 
pm – It’s $5 to pre-register, plus a new 
unopened toy (or $20 cash) the day of 
the event.  All donations will go to Toys 
for Tots.

Treetop Yoga is located at 2771 Santa 
Maria Way, Ste. C in Santa Maria, visit 
www.treetopyoga.net or call Nicole at 
266-6391.

Knights of Columbus at St Louis de 
Montfort Church are gearing up for their 
4th annual St Patricks Day Car Show fund 
raiser. Slated for Saturday, March 14, 2015, 
this year's show features a "Time Travel" 
theme and will include a display of the 
famous DeLorean Time Machine from 

"Back to the Future," as well as vendor 
booths, music, food, and of course cars! 
They're seeking cars, vendors and sponsors 
for the day. Contact James Jepsen at (805) 
878-1739 or james@jamesjepsen.com, or 
David Allen at (805) 868-5751.

Yoga Raises Money for Toys for Tots

SLDM Plans for 4th Annual Car Show
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Securities offered through JHS Capital Advisors, Member FINRA/SIPC. Maguire Investments and JHS Capital Advisors are not affiliated.

Maguire Investments’ mission is to help our clients reach their unique financial goals. We draw 
upon over a half-century of service and over 120 years of combined experience, striving to tailor 

investment portfolios suitable to each client’s needs. 

805-922-6901     www.MaguireInvest.com 
1862 SOUTH BROADWAY, SUITE 100, SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA 93456

by partnering with your Maguire Investments financial advisor

Discover the value weDiscover the value weDiscover the value we
can create in your lifecan create in your lifecan create in your life

CONTRACTOR

H eating V entilation

A ir- C onditioner

928 - 5486

We INSTALL and SERVICE
for residential/commercial/industrial/

restaurant/winery buildings.

“No job is too big or small!”

Stop by and visit us at 155 S. Broadway, 
Old Orcutt (across from Jack’s Restaurant)

Mention Orcutt Pioneer and receive 
5% off your next purchase up to $5,000 

(Santa Barbara County only). 
Discount valid thru 2/28/14.

Lic. #738011
Heating • A/C • Sheet Metal • Inc.

Call your LOCAL

New Construction/Remodel

Discount valid thru 1/31/15

 Learn the 
 Art of Defense with

 American Freestyle Karate

 Sensei Ron & Sharon Oakes
 (805) 440-4379

 “LITTLE NINJAS ”
 for 4-7 Year Olds

 Call Now To Reserve Space!
 FAMILY DISCOUNTS

Community Bank of Santa Maria has 
announced that James D. Glines plans to 
retire as Chief Executive Officer on December 
31, 2014.  Jim was co-founder and the original 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
bank when it opened for business on March 
1, 2001.  He successfully lead the bank from 
de novo status in 2000, to opening with one 
branch in 2001, to a three branch operation 
with over $200,000,000 in assets today. 

 Although retiring as Chief Executive 
Officer, Jim will remain active in the bank 
and will be appointed Chairman of the 
Board effective January 1, 2015.  He will 
retain a desk in the bank and continue to 
work in marketing, business development, 

and community relations.  He will also be 
available to mentor young bankers in their 
career development.

 The bank’s current Chairman of the 
Board, William A. Hares, will be retiring on 
December 31, 2014.  Also a co-founder of 
the bank, Bill was the original Chairman 
of the Board when the bank opened on 
March 1, 2001.  He served in that capacity 
since formation in 2000 through today.  Bill 
will continue to serve on the Bank’s Board 
of Directors as Chairman Emeritus and 
Chairman of the Executive Committee.

 The bank’s current President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Janet Silveria, will be 
appointed Chief Executive Officer, replacing 

Jim Glines, effective January 1, 2015.  Janet 
started with Community Bank of Santa Maria 
during its formation in 2000.  She originally 
served as the bank’s Chief Financial Officer 
and was appointed President and a member 
of the Board of Directors in August, 2012.  
Janet attended Mt. San Antonio and Allan 
Hancock Colleges , and is a graduate of 
Western States Banking School in Reno and 
Pacific Coast Graduate Banking School at the 
University of Washington in Seattle .

 Janet is a Distinguished Past President of 
the Kiwanis Club of Santa Maria , current 
Treasurer for Kiwanis for Kids, Inc., and 
currently serves on that board.  She also is 
a member of the Board of Directors of VTC 

Enterprises and Santa Maria Valley Humane 
Society.  She proudly volunteers for CASA of 
Santa Barbara County as a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate.  Janet was awarded a Silver 
Dunlap from Kiwanis International, and has 
been named in the Pacific Coast Business 
Times’ ‘Top 50 Women in Business’ in 2013 
and 2014. 

Janet took up residence in Santa Maria in 
1983, when she went to work for Bill Hares 
and Jim Glines at Bank of Santa Maria.  The 
three veteran bankers have worked together 
for over 30 years. “That won’t change”, 
stated Silveria. “I look forward to receiving 
continued guidance and support from Jim 
and Bill”.  

Glines Retiring as CEO of Community Bank
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Celebrating 25 Years

 Call for Appointment Mon - Fri 8 am to 6 pm
 147 W. Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt • 937-6033

 ORCUTT PIONEER 

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 1-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033

 Most Vehicles • Excludes 
 Motor Homes & Vans. 

 Plus Certificate and 
 Transmittal Fee

 $ 10
 SMOG
 CHECK

 Most Vehicles
 Excludes Diesel & 

 Synthetics
 Plus Tax

 Most Vehicles • PlusTax
 Does Not Include Any 

 System Diagnosis.

 ORCUTT PIONEER  ORCUTT PIONEER 

 RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033  RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033

 $ 5
 OIL 

 CHANGE

 $ 20
 Transmission

 Flush

 LICENSED

 INSPECTION & 
 REPAIR STATION

 SMOG
 CHECK

 OFF

 OFF
 OFF

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 1-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 1-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 Steve &  M elissa W isz
 Rea ltor®

 Cell: 7 20-06 04
 Office: 9 3 8-7 4 7 4

 200 E. Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 W isz Real Esta te
 of EPRE

 L ic. 0 14 5730 7

 Representin
g

 Buyers 

 and Sellers

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817937-7817

COASTAL TREE SERVICECOASTAL TREE SERVICE
“We go out on a limb for you.” ®SM

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

that three extremely busy people – Santa Maria 
Mayor Alice Patino, Allan Hancock College 
Superintendent/President Dr. Kevin Walthers, 
and Santa Maria Joint Union High School District 
Superintendent Dr. Mark Richardson – spent the 
day with us to share their insights and ideas.

“Our community’s future depends on our 
commitment to educating all students,” says 
Walthers.  “It was clear to me at the planning 
session that the Orcutt Union School District 
shares Allan Hancock College’s goal of changing 
the odds for our community.”

Once assembled, participants took a thoughtful 
look at the future.

In a morning activity, attendees were broken 
into groups to go over a collection of articles about 
the future of education.  Articles covered topics as 
diverse as the role of technology in transforming 
student learning, how schools can respond to the 
changing needs of families, and how high schools 
can prepare students for the future workplace.  
Each person read an article and then reported the 
main points to his/her group.  Each group then 
summarized its findings for the entire gathering.

What attendees saw in the articles is that 
traditional models of education – one teacher 
addressing dozens of students in a large-group 
format, technology being centralized in a 
computer lab or classroom, and students needing 
to adhere to the pace of their class, teacher, or 
textbook – will give way to more flexible models 

Orcutt Schools Update

Envisioning Our School 
District’s Future

Dr. Debbie Blow, Superintendent, OUSD

in which teachers will be facilitators more than 
lecturers, technology in various forms will be ever-
present in the hands of students, and students and 
families can choose from a mix of school-based, 
online-based, and even game-based learning 
during which learning will be done at the pace 
of individual students.  

The major afternoon activity focused on 
what we can term the “SWOT” for our district:  
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.  
Strengths and weaknesses are defined as internal 
forces associated with our own school system.  
Opportunities and threats are external forces that 
originate outside our district.  Placed in small 
groups, attendees rotated around the room to 
brainstorm on charts literally hundreds of ideas 
in these four categories.  Following is a very, very 
small sampling:

Strengths – high quality teachers, “family 
feeling” in district, good family support, safe 
campuses, Orcutt Children’s Arts Foundation, 
Campus Connection childcare program, 
supportive school board, well maintained 
facilities, fiscal responsibility.

Weaknesses – not enough classroom space, 
aging facilities, high teacher-student ratio, not 
enough support for students with special needs, 
resistance to change, not enough non-academic 
services, more academic interventions needed.

Opportuni t ies  –  improving industry 
relationships and partnerships, deeper partnership 
with Allan Hancock College, BYOD – Bring Your 
Own Device (students utilizing own phones 
and tablets in learning), bond measure for 
facilities, collaboration with other school districts, 
collaboration with Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Threats – teacher shortage, economic 
uncertainty affecting local businesses, keeping 
up with advances in technology, competition 
for enrollment from other schools and districts, 

Collaborator.  Problem solver.  Flexibility.  
Critical thinker.  Literacy.

The words and phrases above are a sampling 
of skills that participants in the Orcutt Union 
School District’s recent Strategic Planning Summit 
believe schools need to instill in students of the 
21st Century.  Attendees at the November 17 
event were prompted to articulate what we need 
to provide our students in the years to come – one 
of several activities in which the group envisioned 
the future of education, schools, and our school 
district.  This month, I would like to give our 
community a rundown of what occurred at this 
important first step in our strategic planning 
process.

At the summit, we brought together in Shepard 
Hall of the Santa Maria Public Library a wide range 
of stakeholders in our school district.  The group 
of over 80 included students, parents, community 
members, teachers, Classified employees, 
administrators, school board members, and 
retired educators.  We were especially grateful 

state funding inequities, aging infrastructure, 
changing demographics of students, political 
gridlock (local, state, and national).

“We all can visualize the future, but getting 
from Point A to Point B will take a lot of work,” 
says Patterson Road School teacher Cyndy 
McDemott, a participant in the event.  “It’s great 
that we are holding hands with our community 
as we think through how we will get there.”

“It was time well spent,” reflects another 
attendee, Olga Reed School librarian/media 
specialist Janice Chaves.  “We were all involved, 
and I felt that what I had to say was listened to.  I 
also appreciated hearing what others had to say.”

What comes next in our strategic planning 
process?  

On December 9, a core committee of 
stakeholders met to review the input from the 
November 17 summit and to begin work on 
mission and vision statements that articulate, 
respectively, what we are all about as a district 
and where we want to be.  In the months to 
come, we will hold more events and continue 
work on what ultimately will be a strategic plan 
for our district’s next five years.  Once done, the 
plan will be the guiding document for all of our 
efforts as a district, including the development 
of our district budget and our district’s Local 
Control and Accountability Plan.  

Please know that I will continue to keep all 
of you apprised as we proceed with strategic 
planning. and our Single School Plans for 
Student Achievement.  In the meantime, if you 
have any input for our process, please feel free 
to contact me.  We would love to hear from you!

Here’s wishing all of you a wonderful holiday 
season.

Superintendent Dr. Debbie Blow can be contacted 
by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail at dblow@
orcutt-schools.net.
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 Merry Christmas 
 and Happy New Year! 

 Lic. #874418

 ALEX FERREL 
 PAINTING
 (805) 598-4052

 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate, Transfer Fee $1.25
 Ô95 and Older Vehicles, Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 
 only ¥ Please call for appointment. ¥ Drive Ups Welcome.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DONÕT PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 1-31-15

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 29 00
 +tax Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark,  Chris have a combined 150+ years of 

 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt.
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

��� �

 Se Habla Espa� ol 
 M-F 8-5

 Sat 8-Noon
 Ask for Chris

  
  
     
  
  
  
  
        
        
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Look  for  our  yellow  flags!  
  

We  offer  the  finest  
in  INDEPENDENT  
SEMI-‐ASSISTED  and  
ASSISTED  living  

Enjoy  carefree,  maintenance  free  living  in  a  beautiful  country  setting  
  All  single  story  homes  *  Home  cooked  meals  *  Fun  monthly  activities  

  CALL  FOR  A  TOUR  TODAY!    805-‐937-‐2021  
HUMMEL  VILLAGE  

4468  Hummel  Drive  in  Orcutt  *  hummelvillage.com  *  lic#  425801758  
HUMMEL VILLAGE  * email: office@hummelvillage.com

4468 Hummel Drive in Orcutt * www.hummelvillage.com * lic#425801758

More Fa La La Photos!

 Fun-filled  Astronaut Training   Winter Session!

 Kid’s Work Pediatric Occupational Therapy
 Dr. Foster   (805) 264-1553  or  stephanie@kidswork.biz

 Does your child have difficulty with: 
 Motor Skills? • Social Skills? • Handwriting? • Self Control? • Behavior Management?
 Play as astronauts to improve balance, coordination, handwriting, and overall fitness.

 January 7, 8, 9 • 9-11 am for 3-5 years old • 12-2 pm for 6-10 years old

Calendar
SPECIAL EVENTS

STAR CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS: Dec 20th 9:30-12-
30, Stories,carols,crafts,shepard hunt,lunch, Ages 
4-10, Donation $3.00, Star of Bethlehem Church, 
4465 S Blosser Rd., 937-0339 starlutheran.org

FREE CHAKRA BLISS WORKSHOP Join yoga 
instructor Robyn Hastin for a restorative yoga practice 
to awaken and harmonize your chakra system on 
Sunday - December 14th at 1:00-3:00 pm at the 
Yoga for Mankind studio in Old Orcutt, 130 N. 
Broadway, Suite B.

FREE GRATITURE YOGA WORKSHOP on Sunday 
Dec. 7th 3:30-5pm a Yoga practice of blending 
flowing yoga, yin, & therapeutic at Yoga for Mankind 
Studio. www.yogaformankind.com or call 680-6542 
to reserve.

O P E N  H O U S E  &  3 R D  A N N I V E R S A R Y 
CELEBRATION FOR YOGA FOR MANKIND on 
January 8th at 4pm.  Free food, drinks, music and 
special membership discounts for the New Year.  The 
community is welcome to come.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY invites the community to 
ring in the New Year with a special night of worship 
on Friday, January 16 at 7pm. The evening begins 
with a BBQ dinner at 6:15 for just $4. Come join 
us for this special evening and start the New Year 
getting free from your hurts, habits and hangups! 

Celebrate Recovery meets every Friday night in Pacific 
Christian Center's Palmer Hall located at 3435 Santa 
Maria Way.

MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
ALL-AMERICA CITY QUILT GUILD meets at the 

Orcutt Christian Church, 204 Patterson Road on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  Info:  
www.santamariaquilters.com or 937-3477.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 534 Breakfast 8-11am 
on the first Sunday of each month.  Public invited.  
145 W. Clark Ave.

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST at OASIS Senior 
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Saturday of each month 8 – 10 am:.  Adults $5.00, 
Children under 10: $3.00

ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth 
graders.  Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.

Beginning January: “BIBLE STUDY on Genesis at 
St. Louis de Montfort.  Monday nights 7:30pm-9pm. 
For more info contact Steve Stanley 937-1353; Trent 
Benedetti 937-9625.

CAMPING LOVE OF ADVENTURE is a non-profit 
camping club for single seniors and adults with 
monthly campouts to various central coast and 
central valley locations.  Not a dating club, but does 
offer friendship to all widows, widowers, divorced 
and single persons and include some whose partners 
may be incapacitated or don’t enjoy camping. Dues 
are $15.00/year which includes monthly newsletter.  
Elaine 680-7419 

Top: 350 1st Street ("H" on the map). Bottom left: 4361 Beverly Drive ("L" on the map), 
Bottom right: 5274 Arroyo Court (not shown on map).
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Honorable Mentions 
(in no particular order) 

A. 261 Harsin Lane- (not on map)
A sweetly decorated home bedecked in 
Christmas cheer.

B. 4220 Whispering Pines Drive- Festive 
lawn ornaments fill the yard.

C. 4312 Boardwalk Lane- Hello Kitty 
says, “Hello Christmas!” at this house.

D. 950 Woodmere Road- Christmas 
trees abound in this serene scene.

E. 4593 Harmony Lane- A beautiful 
winter tops the roof and a great overall 
display.

F. 1518 Onyx Court- Rockin’ Christmas 
music and a flashy show filled with fun.

G.1187 Patterson Road- Penguins and 
surfing Santa! Need we say more?

H. 350 1st Street- A gingerbread bedecked 
home complete with Santa as a police 
officer.

I.439 Mountain View Drive- Holiday 
cheer abounds!

J. 5698 S. Bradley Road- Blankets of 
snow and winter wonders fill this yard.

K. 948 Countrywood Court- A fireplace 
on the lawn with a quaint fence framing 
the yard.

L. 4361 Beverly Drive- A beautiful 
Nativity scene done in all white.

M. 4341 Beverly Drive- Snoopy and 
friends gather around this gingerbread-
perfect display.

N. 1045 Old Mill Lane- An animated 
Santa sleigh launches into the night!

O.945 Old Mill Lane- A fun burst of 
musical melodies.

Orcutt Fa La La 
Tour Map
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Kid's Choice Award

Best in Show
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Local Spirit Award

Winter Wonderland Award

Classic  
    Christmas Award
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Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
204 Patterson Rd

937-1641

Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel
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Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel

 Gopher Gone

 805-266-2112

 No Poison • No Explosives
 People, Pet & Plant Safe

Shea Hutchinson

 
REALTOR© of the Year 2008

 
Cell (805) 260-6322 
Shea@SheaHutchinson.com

CalBRE#01189054
 

2648 Industrial Parkway #100, Santa Maria CA 93455 

A M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G SA M A Z I N G  T H I N G S
Donors Have Made PossibleDonors Have Made PossibleDonors Have Made PossibleDonors Have Made PossibleDonors Have Made PossibleDonors Have Made Possible

Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!Look how much good a gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County can do!

555555555

Your gift can change a child’s life.
Make a year-end gift to CASA of Santa Barbara County today!

Volunteers are needed TODAY in Santa Maria! 
Volunteer classes begin soon. 

For More Information, Visit sbcasa.org 
or call 805.739.9102 ext. 2594 

375 CHILDREN who are dependents of the court received a powerful gift:  
a volunteer to advocate for them and to make sure they are safe.

Thanks to the addition of new volunteers, 190 CHILDREN moved 
from the wait list to assignment with a CASA volunteer. 

Of CASA’s volunteer force of 254 advocates, 84 NEW RECRUITS completed 
30 hours of training to join the CASA team and serve more children in need. 

During the year, CASA VOLUNTEERS had 18,750 VISITS with children and 
donated 25,221 HOURS of service, providing $624,219 in value to our community.

clock-time-1white.pdf   1   11/24/14   5:31 PM

Providing critical information directly to the Court,
 750 COURT REPORTS were submitted on behalf of CHILDREN.

Insurance & Risk Management
for Businesses & Individuals

SANTA MARIA  (805) 347-4700
PASO ROBLES  (805) 238-5212

License # 0757776

www.hubinternational.com


